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SAVE THE DATE
#REBELSGIVE
Join us for 1,957 minutes
as #RebelsGive!
NOVEMBER 7-8, 2019
rebelsgive.unlv.edu
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From the President

RESEARCH
GROWTH

UNLV’s research
expenditures are
growing exponentially,
with a goal of reaching $150 million a
year by 2025

2015
$42 million

2017

$66 million

2025

The Top Tier Journey

I

n December, just as we were wrapping up the
winter semester, some incredible news began
percolating through the administration and
faculty. The latest Carnegie Classification of
Institutions of Higher Education had been released
quietly, with UNLV elevated to the organization’s
top status — the rather esoterically named “R1: very
high research activity” classification.
What made the classification surprising was that
we achieved this part of our Top Tier Strategic Plan
much sooner than originally projected, thanks to
decades of hard work, dedication, and passion on
the part of every member of UNLV and the unwavering support of our incredible community.
Carnegie’s “very high research classification” is
the gold standard for higher education institutions.
UNLV is now one of just 130 institutions out of
4,000 universities and colleges nationwide with the
R1 distinction.
UNLV earned this designation based on a number
of metrics from the National Center for Education
Statistics, the National Science Foundation (NSF),
and the College Board. Our NSF-reported research
expenditures, for example, rose from $42 million in
fiscal year 2015 to $66 million in 2017. By 2025, we
expect that number to climb to $150 million a year.
Another measure is the number of doctoral
students we graduate. UNLV has grown its doctoral
programs across the disciplines and is awarding

more doctoral degrees overall — moving from 124
research doctoral degrees in 2013-14 to 162 degrees in 2017-18. And last year, UNLV awarded 171
professional practice degrees — in law and dental
medicine — a number that will jump considerably
as we begin graduating new doctors from the UNLV
School of Medicine in 2021.
The R1 designation is much more than a new
ranking to tout. It enhances our ability to recruit and
retain top faculty and keep our state’s best students
here. It will further broaden our research efforts and
help attract new businesses to our community. And
it validates the extraordinary efforts of our faculty,
staff, and students.
But we are not resting on our laurels. We will
continue to press forward with our Top Tier Strategic
Plan, which recognizes the singular role that UNLV
plays in stimulating economic development and
diversification, fostering a climate of innovation,
promoting the health of Nevadans, and enriching
the cultural vitality of the communities we serve.
This ranking is part of our journey, not a destination. There is still much work to be done, but I look
forward to celebrating many more accomplishments
as we continually strive to be the best university we
can be for our students, alumni, and all Nevadans.
Thank you for partnering with us at every step!

$150 million

MORE
GRADUATES
Doctoral degrees
awarded by UNLV

2013-14
2017-18
2025 GOAL

124

162

200

Source: unlv.edu/toptier

Marta Meana, UNLV President
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RebelAdventures
TRAVEL WITH FELLOW UNLV ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

Cruise the Rhine River
Jun. 24-Jul. 2, 2019
$3,390
Discover the enchanting Rhine Valley
on a seven-night cruise. Choose from
a variety of included excursions to
make this journey your own unique trip.
No single supplement!

Holiday Markets Cruise:
The Festive Rhine River
Dec. 11-19, 2019
$2,690
Explore Old World holiday markets
in France, Germany, and Switzerland
on a seven-night Rhine River cruise.
See Heidelberg, Cologne, and more.
No single supplement!

Journey to Southern Africa
March 10-25
Dutch Waterways Aboard the
MS Amadeus Star
April 10-18
Riches of the Emerald Isle
July 29-August 9
Swiss Alps & The Italian Lakes
September 30-October 9

TRIPS IN

2020

For more information about these tours, visit unlvalumni.org/travel.
Call our travel expert at 1-800-323-7373 to book or for more information.
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Editor’s Picks

GREAT READS

ON THE COVER

We can’t begin to fit all the news
happening on campus into this issue.
Go to unlv.edu/news to read these
stories (and subscribe to our weekly
newsletter while you’re there).

“A lot of my craft has to
do with the conditions
of reality in abstract
ways. Just kind of
creating environments
and creating subtle
perceptions of things.”

Top Docs
On Wednesdays, the UNLV News Center
has been highlighting healthcare providers in the new UNLV School of Medicine.
They often do double-duty teaching
medical students while treating patients
through the UNLV Medicine clinics.
Read about two surgeons who used to
bandage their teddy bears (Drs. Allison
McNickle and Charles St. Hill), a child
neurologist who hopes to a more multidisciplinary approach to treating children
with disabilities (Dr. Rooman Ahad), a
bioethicist who’s working to rebuild trust
between doctors and parents concerned
about vaccinations (professor Johan
Bester), and more.

A Friday Favorite
Where are the most Instagrammable
places on campus to catch a sunset?
How do high-schoolers celebrate their
choice to come to UNLV? Which presidential hopeful popped by to connect
with young voters? Our regular online
feature, Hashtag UNLV, gives you a
glimpse into campus life through the cell
phones of our students.

Stories from
our Labs and
Fieldwork
As President Marta Meana
shares on page 5, UNLV’s
research enterprise continues
to boom. Our sister publication, Innovation Magazine,
dives deep into the research
breakthroughs and creative
endeavors that our faculty and students
are making and the implications they
have for Nevada and the world. Catch up
on the regular coverage from the UNLV
Division of Research and Economic
Development.

—MFA candidate Chris Jones

DARING MOVE

O

pportunity? Adventure? Money? Such are the common
reasons that 20-somethings
give for moving to Las Vegas.
On a dare, though? That’s Chris Jones’
story, and it took him through most of
the city’s media landscape right to the
doors of UNLV.
We tapped the 2019 master of fine
arts candidate to illustrate our cover story on the outsized objects that can only
be found on our campus. Jones applied a
B-movie aesthetic that plays up the impressive size of UNLV’s public art, pipe
organs and placekickers while harkening
back to the campus’ founding era.
Jones moved to Las Vegas in 1999, after
a couch-surfing stint following his graduation from Youngstown State University.
“[My roommate] says, ‘Hey, you’ve
been sleeping on the couch for a while.
What are you going to do with yourself?’”
Pittsburgh native Jones said. “I had just
been out to Vegas for spring break the
year before. I had, like, one friend out
here. I ended up coming out here and
living on their couch, and then the rest
is history.”
He began at Las Vegas Weekly designing personal ads and worked his way up
as a designer for that magazine, then art
director for Showbiz, Vegas Golfer, and Vegas Seven magazines, along with curating

a gallery at Emergency Arts and producing the local arts publication Innerview
magazine.
Entering UNLV’s MFA program allowed Jones to do something he didn’t
have a chance to do as an undergrad on a
football scholarship: Simultaneously focusing on academics and his craft.
“[That] was always something I wanted to do, but never got the opportunity
to because I always had a full-time job or
was in the middle of my career. Because
playing football in college is like a fulltime job. Then you’ve got to go to school
at the same time. I would just dream
about being a student.”
With art professor and mentor Pasha
Rafat, Jones has helped fabricate some
of Rafat’s public installations, including
the pyramid sculpture at the heart of the
CFA Garden (see page 30).
After he dons his robe at May’s commencement, Jones plans to stay in Las
Vegas, presumably now on his own
couch, and continue juggling art and design work, with a newfound perspective
from his time in the College of Fine Arts.
“A lot of my craft has to do with the
conditions of reality in abstract ways,”
he said. “Just kind of creating environments and creating subtle perceptions of
things.”
—Jason Scavone
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 KNOW YOUR CHEER TEAMS?
 GETTING A-HEAD IN DENTISTRY
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The Flashlight

SAFETY IN ZOMBIES

“The walking dead” applies to more than just weary students
during finals week. This spring, Lori Garcia, a volunteer with the
Community Emergency Response Team, and a horde of zombies wandered campus to raise awareness about emergency
preparedness and safety. Police Services recently updated
its RebelSafe app to improve crime tip reporting and make it
easier for students to summon a golf cart escort after dark.
Safety upgrades include adding 30 emergency phones to the
nine already dotting campus as well as installing more surveillance cameras in residence halls and student services areas.
PHOTO BY LONNIE TIMMONS III
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BRIEFLY

Accessing medical
care gets easier

UNLV’s School of Medicine recently
launched its clinical site unlvmedicine.org
to make it easy for patients to find UNLV
Medicine doctors and make appointments
at its 17 clinics. The site lists doctors by
specialty, provides maps and directions to
individual clinics, and allows patients to fill
out forms before arriving for their appointments. UNLV Medicine’s clinics average 500
outpatients a day and 10,000 patients a
month.

Applause, please
Thirteen UNLV degree programs — including
eight from Boyd Law — ranked among the top
100 in U.S. News & World Report’s annual
collection of top graduate and professional
schools. At 58th overall, Boyd Law continued its ascent up the list of the nation’s law
schools with its highest-ever ranking and a
first in legal writing. Other programs in the
rankings include graduate degrees in healthcare management, social work, environmental engineering, and nursing.
The College of Engineering’s CyberSecurity
Center was designated a National Center of
Academic Excellence by the National Security
Agency and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. UNLV is the first institution in
the state with the recognition.
Dr. Laura Culley will be awarded the 2019
Silver Syringe Outstanding Community
Partner Award in May by Immunize Nevada.
The group honors some of the
top medical professionals
in the state with these
awards. The associate dean
for community engagement at the UNLV School of
Medicine is being recognized
for her efforts overseeing 120
medical students who spend one day a week
helping Las Vegas area nonprofits.
UNLV Athletics had a department-best 58
student-athletes earn fall 2018 Academic
All-Mountain West Team recognition. UNLV
football had a program-best 28 student-athletes named to the team, marking the second
straight year of record-setting honorees.
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Taking a Gamble on
Academic Research
International Gaming Institute helps brings new game
concepts to casino floors — and the NFL to Las Vegas.

I

n the 1990s, the Las Vegas Strip was
booming with massive new resorts
and rapidly expanding entertainment
options. Fortunately, the now-named
UNLV Hospitality College and the Nevada
Gaming Commission saw the opportunity
that such growth could bring to academic
research. Thus UNLV’s International Gaming Institute (IGI) was born. As the institute
celebrates its 25th anniversary, we took
stock of some of its latest developments.
Cultivating Innovation: Attracting
people to gaming requires a constant influx of new ideas. IGI’s Center for Gaming Innovation connects UNLV students
and professors with industry mentors to
design the games they’d like to see hit the
future casino floor. In just a few years, the
center has filed more than 46 patent applications, resulting in 11 issued patents
and eight commercialized games.
Kicking Off with Research: A research
report, done by IGI faculty in conjunction
with the Las Vegas Sands, was instrumental in the decision to bring the soon-to-be
Las Vegas Raiders here. “Professional Team
Sports in Las Vegas: What the Research

Says” evaluated the risks and benefits associated with the potential move and was
hand-delivered to Oakland Raiders owner
Mark Davis. A few years later and Las Vegas is anticipating the 2020 arrival of its
first NFL team. (And the UNLV Rebels are
looking forward to playing in the city’s new
stadium.)
Women in Gaming: The #MeToo movement sparked an international conversation, and IGI researchers Shekinah Hoffman and Toni Repetti were listening.
Their work has illustrated the importance
of diversity and identified the barriers to
advancement that women face in gaming
and hospitality.
Esports for Everyone: The biggest
buzzword in hospitality and gaming today
is esports. IGI’s research and classes focus
heavily on esports, among other advancements in hospitality innovation, including virtual reality, blockchain, and cryptocurrency. IGI also helped the Mountain
West Conference launch the Esports
Showdown, setting a model for competitive play among college teams.
— Nicole Schultz

The Flashlight

#INSTAGOOD

ROCKIN’ THOSE KICKS
@runryguyrun

Ryan Romero,
’17 BS Hospitality
Management, is
more than 1,000
miles into a quest
that kicked off
during his time as a
student. In between
studying, planning
oversized events
(he led the team
of UNLV students
that set a Guinness
World Record in
2016 for most LEDs
lit simultaneously),
and working,
Romero started
dropping into the
Rec Center for
some laps around
the track or pool.
After graduation,
he found a
perfect job as a
UNLV admissions
counselor and this
year set a goal to
run 10 full Rock ’n’
Roll marathons and
five half marathons
in various cities
around the country.

FAVORITE
’GRAM
This year on my
birthday, I announced my plan
to run 15 race locations. A fellow student who is majoring
in Fine Arts wrote
all the locations
I’m traveling to on
the back of my leg
along with the different hashtags and
organizations. The
pictures were taken
by a student who
has a passion for
photography. UNLV
helped a lot with
beautiful scenery. It
all came together as
a masterpiece!

—Katy Griffin

THE START

THE BONUS

THAT FIRST 26.2

After being diagnosed with HIV, I tried to show
that I could still have a very active lifestyle.
Along the way, I have been able to raise
awareness and money for some excellent
partner organizations. This helps me know
that I’m running for something more substantial than myself.

I have always wanted
to travel, and seeing
26.2 miles of a location is a great way to
take in the culture,
history, and people
of the city.

It was one of the scariest, yet most exciting,
decisions I have ever made! Being able to run
my first marathon in my backyard was so rewarding. The course went right by my condo,
where my friends and roommates came out
to support me.
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DRIVEN

BY AMBITION.

Ranked in the top 100 professional evening MBA programs by U.S. News
& World Report, an MBA from Lee Business School is a worthwhile
investment in your future.

•
•
•

Flexible Format
Marketing, Finance, Management and Health Care Management
concentrations
MBA dual degrees: Juris Doctor, Doctor of Dental Medicine, Hotel
Administration, Management Information Systems

APPLY NOW

Learn more at: unlv.edu/mba
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The Flashlight

The Right Moves

U

NLV’s spirit squads are split up among different teams — some compete just like Division
I athletic teams; others act more like a club sport. They're all regular fixtures at games,
events, and in the community. But what separates one troupe from another? More than
just the amount they have emotionally invested in Bring It On. — Jason Scavone

Pom Squad member
Kayla Tamayo

PHOTOS: NICHOLAS ENDO (TURRENTINE); JOSH HAWKINS (OTHERS)

UNLV
CHEER
The Coke Classic
of the spirit teams,
UNLV Cheer has
all the tumbling,
sideline exhorting,
pom-shaking action
you expect when you
think of cheerleaders. The team can be
found at basketball
and football games,
and also competes
at the annual College Cheerleading
and Dance Team
National Championship. This year,
they snatched the
national championship in the game day
category.
“If your (background is as) a gymnast, you're more so
going to lean toward
the cheer side of it,
but if you're a dancer
then you're going
to more so pick the
Rebel Girls,” cheer
coach Savanna
Sibley said.

REBEL GIRLS & COMPANY
The Rebel Girls & Company make their bones in hip-hop dance at every men’s basketball home game and select football games. In 2018, the Rebel Girls added an all-male
B-boy crew, the UNLV Rebel Company.
Like the cheer team, the Rebel Girls compete at nationals in January and have been perennial favorites in the hip-hop division with national titles in 2008, 2010, 2013, 2016, and
2018. This year, they brought home two titles in the hip-hop and game day competitions.
The national honors have boosted both recruitment and fandom, associate head
coach Brandi-Lynn Slade said. “We had a big fan base at games. People stayed in their
seats to watch us perform instead of getting up during timeouts. Rebel Girls are a big
name in the college dance team industry.”
The team works with choreographers Tabitha D’umo, ’96 BA Communication Studies, and Napoleon D’umo, ’96 BS Kinesiology. The couple has designed routines for
everyone from Cirque du Soleil to Jennifer Lopez, and they’ve been the supervising
choreographers for the So You Think You Can Dance and World of Dance TV shows.

THE POM SQUAD
The Pom Squad doesn’t compete but offers
an outlet for members to spread Rebel spirit,
elevate fan engagement, and serve as ambassadors for UNLV with NASCAR, Las Vegas
Lights Soccer, Police Athletic League youth
program events, and more.

SCARLET DANCE LINE
While the cheer team and Rebel Girls fall under the auspices of UNLV Athletics, the
Scarlet Dance Line is part of the Star of Nevada Marching Band. Formed in 2009, the
dance line isn’t a competitive unit. It gives students an outlet for scratching the dance
itch without the full-time commitment required by the other squads.
The dance line performs with the band before and at halftime of all football games, as
well as at women’s basketball games.
They now have a dedicated coach in Milena McLaren. “When I was part of the team,
our coaches were always Rebel Girls. They didn’t have a lot of time to focus on what our
team needed and to grow our team,” she said. “Now that I’ve stepped in as coach, I can
take a lot more time to work with the girls and expand the team.”
U N LV. E D U /N E WS 13

An intensive anatomy class replaces cadavers with wax
models and turns dental students into sculptors.
BY KRISTIN BAIRD RATTINI

J

ust your typical supply list for a
semester: laptop, textbooks, skull,
notebooks. Wait. Skull?
For second-year students in the
UNLV School of Dental Medicine, a
plastic skull is a requisite for the Clinically Oriented Anatomy course. Through
seven weeks of scuplpting with colored
dental wax and thread, the students construct, layer by layer, an anatomically
correct model of the skull.
While the course focus is science, its
process is art. So much so that it caught
the attention of an art museum in Santa
Fe, New Mexico.
BUILDING UP KNOWLEDGE
In decades past, the default method
for teaching anatomy was through dissection. “It’s a wonderful way to learn,
but there are numerous inherent problems with it,” said professor Lawrence
Zoller, one of the course’s instructors.
“To use cadavers, you need a lot of space
and specially ventilated rooms. A cadaver’s jaw is stiff, so it’s difficult to move
into a position where dental students
can clearly see the physical landmarks of
where to give injections.”
Such drawbacks have prompted institutions to adopt alternatives to traditional cadaveric anatomy. Students in
the UNLV School of Medicine, for example, “dissect” the human body through
virtual anatomy tables.
The dental school’s alternative, however, turns the process around: building
up rather than removing.
“With dissection, you take materials off sequentially until you get
down to the bone,” Zoller explained.
“This is the opposite process. You
14 UN LV MAG A ZIN E | SPRING 20 1 9

start with a blank skull. As you place
structures and layer them, you learn
their relationship to one another, which
is critical in dentistry.”
The classroom becomes part art studio, part makerspace during the seven
two-hour modeling sessions led by
Zoller and biomedical sciences professor
Joshua Polanksi. Various types of colored
dental wax are piled high in the front of
the room. Red, blue, and yellow threads
— for arteries, veins, and nerves — weave
their way through the workstations.
With hacksaws and coping saws, the students carve away parts of the skull and
then delicately rebuild the ducts, glands,
and muscles.
“Wax is a very forgiving material,”
Zoller said. “If a student gets the placement of a structure wrong, they’re able
to take off the wax and correct it.”
AN ARTISTIC TURN
The emphasis remains on learning
anatomy at a deep level, but 20 percent
of the grade goes to the creativity. “It’s
based on what the student wants to do,”
he said. “Some students are very practice-oriented; they add on extra muscles
and other structures. That’s great.
“Other students get astoundingly inventive,” he continued. “One student did
half the skull as a Dia de los Muertos figure. We’ve had a Klingon from Star Trek
and a blue Na’vi from the movie Avatar. One student even modeled Phineas
Gage, the famous medical patient who
had a railroad spike driven through his
skull.”
Zoller had never connected his students’ work with anything beyond the
dental school. But when preparing for
a January trip to Santa Fe, he stumbled
across the Museum of Encaustic Art — a

museum devoted exclusively to wax art
from paintings to collages to sculptures.
The Greeks originated the art form and
gave it its name (enkaustikos means to
heat or burn in).
“We want to represent all different
forms of encaustic art in the museum,”
said founder and curator Douglas Mehrens. So when Zoller called for a tour
and described the skull modeling course,
Mehrens asked the professor to bring an
example.
Zoller culled through orphaned skulls
left by past students and presented Mehrens with the one he thought best represented the course.
“It was even more amazing than I expected,” Mehrens said. “It’s like nothing
we have in the museum. It’s not on clay
or wood but an entirely novel material.”
Mehrens asked if he could keep the
skull for the museum’s collection — with
the creator’s permission, of course. That
wasn’t so easy; the skull wasn’t labeled.
Zoller had to scroll through 320 student
PowerPoint presentations — twice —
from four years of students to pair the
skull with its owner.
When Erik Foisy, ’12 BS Biology and ’14
DMD, heard the voicemail from Zoller,
he recognized his former professor’s distinctive voice right away. “When I left
the skull behind, I hoped it would help
another student out,” said Foisy, now in
an endodontic residency in Richmond,
Virginia. “I’d never considered it being
recognized as art. Not a lot of people can
say they produced a piece of art that is in
a museum.”
Not a lot of dental programs, either.
“I’m used to looking at these skulls and
seeing the anatomy,” Zoller said. “But
the first thing Douglas said was, ‘This
is art.’ He is right. I hope that visitors to
the museum will recognize that when
they look at the skull and appreciate the
amount of work that goes into it. If they
do, then that is a wonderful reflection on
this university.”

PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III

Getting A-Head
in Dentistry

The Flashlight

Dental medicine student Audrey Morris
constructs an anatomically correct model
of the skull using wax to create the
muscles, tendons, and nerves. (Opposite)
Alumnus Erik Foisy’s model is now part of
the Museum of Encaustic Art in Santa Fe,
New Mexico.
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 COACH OTZ LANDS AT UNLV
 FROM THE LOCKER ROOM TO THE BOARD ROOM
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Sports

WELCOME HOME
It’s the prettiest howitzer in college sports, and it’s back in
Southern Nevada where it belongs. When UNLV completed a
stunning 34-29 comeback over Reno in November, the football
team reclaimed the Silver State’s brass prize, the Fremont
Cannon. See how UNLV’s paint shop restored the cannon to its
scarlet glory at unlv.edu/cannon.
PHOTO BY JOSH HAWKINS
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UNLV men’s
basketball
taps former
South Dakota
State head
coachT.J.
Otzelberger
to take over
historic
program.

A

seventh-grader wearing a
UNLV jacket at the height of
the Runnin’ Rebels dominance
during the 1990 national
championship run? Familiar. Tangible,
even, for any Las Vegan in a certain age
range. Maybe a little unusual, though, for
that kid to be a Milwaukee boy.
That seventh-grader is now at the helm
of UNLV men’s basketball, with one eye
on the future and one on that time nearly
30 years ago that a one-seed rode out of
the West and into history. What’s past is
prologue for a program looking to once
again become a perennial powerhouse.
“I was fired up,” new Rebel coach T.J.
Otzelberger said of getting the initial call
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from UNLV. “The history of this program
resonates for me. I remember having my
UNLV parka … shooting some Stacey
Augmon fadeaways and Anderson Hunt
long-range jump shots. I really was excited and humbled to even be considered,
and thrilled to be with you today.”
The house was packed with band members, cheerleaders, other coaches, administrators, fans, and a nattily suited Hey
Reb! at the Thomas & Mack Center’s Strip
View Pavilion for Otzelberger’s introductory press conference — the coach fresh
off a helicopter ride from the airport.
The show of solidarity carried high
hopes that Otzelberger can work some
of the magic in his new assignment as

UNLV’s head coach.
Otzelberger comes to UNLV from South
Dakota State, where over the past three
years he notched a 35-11 record in the
Summit League. The Jackrabbits were
a .500 team when he took over; he led
them to a conference championship and
two NCAA tournaments. Before that, Otzelberger was an assistant at Iowa State
and Washington.
He inherits a UNLV team that hasn’t
been to the NCAA tournament since 2013
and hasn’t captured the Mountain West
tournament since 2008. To rectify that in
the near future, he’ll be able to draw on
the wisdom of the last coach to secure
that Mountain West title and a Sweet 16
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‘Fired Up’
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“The history
of this
program
resonates for
me. ... I really
was excited
and humbled
to even be
considered,
and thrilled to
be with you
today.”

appearance, Lon Kruger.
“Coach Kruger and I have had a lot of
conversations [in the past few days],” Otzelberger said. “He assured me, ‘If you go
there, you build it the right way. You have
success and people want to be a part of
that. People want something to be great.
They want the team to be successful and
the program to move forward and so I
know they’ll embrace it. It’s our job to roll
up our sleeves and do the hard work.’”
In fact, Otzelberger brought on Kruger’s
son, Kevin, as an assistant, as well as former Minnesota Timberwolves scout Tim
Buckley and former Utah assistant coach
DeMarlo Slocum.
The new staff ’s first challenge:
re-recruiting current Rebels who entered
the NCAA’s transfer portal. Otzelberger,
who built his reputation as a strong recruiter with Iowa State, has already had
some success, with prolific scorer Amauri
Hardy agreeing to return to the fold.
“I’ve watched a lot of film on those
guys,” Otzelberger said. “I’ve studied their
background, their history. They are absolutely the core of our program, and moving forward, I want to make sure they
know they’re the most important thing.
I want to make sure the time I invest in
them reflects it.”
Otzelberger’s South Dakota teams were
prolific from the three-point line, and
the coach noted the importance of having personnel who can create mismatches
with defenders.
What should appeal to longtime Rebel
fans, though, is his commitment to playing uptempo basketball. It would be a stylistic thread back to the Jerry Tarkanian
years, when the Rebels games offered the
hottest tickets in town.
At the media conference, the 41-yearold coach hadn’t yet found a new house
with his wife, former WNBA player Alison
Lacey, or their three children, Jayce, Olivia, and Stella, but he already understood
the Las Vegas landscape.
“It’s an unbelievable basketball marketplace,” Otzelberger said. “Start with
the history of this program. There aren’t
many programs in the United States that
have a real chance of winning a national
championship. We have that here. And
we have so many resources, and it’s such
a basketball-friendly and hungry place.
We’re going to play hard. It’s going to be
exciting. It’s going to be fun.”

STARTING LINEUP

TAZMAN
ABRAMOWICZ
No Rebel men’s diver has competed in the NCAA swimming and diving championships. Tazman Abramowicz is
about to change that — as a freshman. The Canadian qualified his first time out, and it just might be the first of many.
Why did you come from Calgary to Las Vegas?
One of my friends told me about Coach Landon [Marzullo]
here. I came here on a recruitment trip for a couple days. I
just fell in love with the team here, the community, and the
coach, of course. One of my favorite coaches I’ve had.
Did you expect to qualify for the NCAA championships
as a freshman?
I wouldn’t say I expected it. It was definitely a goal I had
at the start of the year. Throughout the year I didn’t really
expect it to happen. It was more like I’m going to go there,
do what I can do, and if I make it, that would be awesome.
What would you rather have: the Vegas summers
or the Calgary winters?
I’m going to say Calgary winter. I love to ski and the snow and
all that. It gets pretty cold, but we have jackets and stuff for it.
It gets so hot here. I’m dying just walking to the pool.
At what point do you know you really nailed a dive?
We have something called a hurdle. When you’re in the hurdle
you can see where the board is and if it’s going to be good, but
then you can’t just think of that because you have to do the
right timing and everything. If you get the perfect takeoff, it’s
not like OK, well this dive is going to be good. You still have to
think about and wait for your spots. You have to look at the
water, you have to kick tight. There’s no real knowing if the
dive is good until after it’s done.
If someone gave you a million dollars but said you had to use it only
to take a trip, where would you go and what would you do?
I think I would go to Japan and just experience the culture there.
There are so many things there I want to see. Everything from skiing
to hiking to cliff jumping to street food.
Cliff jumping? Is that something you’ve done before?
Me and my friends did a two-week cliff jumping adventure by ourselves
on a road trip to British Columbia, before I came down to Vegas, as a
final goodbye. It was super fun. Some flips are still involved, but it’s
different heights, different ledges. Sometimes you have to jump further
out, you have to calculate it differently whereas a three-meter springboard is always three meters high.
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A New
Playing
Field
Rebels Go Pro program helps
UNLV’s student-athletes find
their way into work life once
their playing days are done.
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I’m telling everybody to go and see her
because she is the greatest resource that
we’ve had.”
Poole, a former lacrosse coach, had
worked with now-UNLV Athletics Director Desiree Reed-Francois when both
were at Virginia Tech. She went on to
coach at the University of Denver, which
also gave her an opportunity to work in
student services. So when it became apparent that UNLV needed a program to
help athletes succeed in the working
world, Reed-Francois convinced Poole to
come south to Las Vegas.
Those years coaching lacrosse, it turns
out, have been instrumental.
“Something I learned really quickly
as a coach: When a student knows you
care about them, they want to come back
in and keep doing the work,” Poole said.
“When you get to work right away and
you just start teaching them Xs and Os
— when you just start with ‘Do you have
a resume? OK, we need to build one’ —
there’s no feeling of ‘I want to keep working with you.’”
Poole tailors her work to the individual
students — currently, around 75 — depending on that athlete’s area of study,
what they see as their biggest strengths
and weaknesses, and how much time
they’ve spent thinking about their career.
Some know what they want to do and

“When you
get to work
right away
and you just
start teaching
them Xs and
Os — when
you just start
with ‘Do
you have a
resume? OK,
we need to
build one’
— there’s no
feeling of ‘I
want to keep
working with
you.’”
— Mallory Poole,
director of studentathlete leadership and
career development

have taken steps to get there. Some may
only know that they want to work outdoors, or in sports in some capacity.
While there’s no one single approach to
every student-athlete, Poole can help with
building a resume, practicing interviews,
finding internships, or just narrowing
down career options. She also helps them
recognize and articulate how their experiences as a student-athlete have built skills
transferable to the workplace.
Pantels liked his studies and class projects as a marketing major, but didn’t know
what the next steps were. Poole first arranged for him to take an internship with
a mortgage company, but when that fell
through late in the game, they were sent
scrambling for another opportunity.
Reed-Francois was having lunch with
UNLV alumnus Scott Sibella, then MGM
Grand chief operating officer, and mentioned Pantels’ situation. He made a call
to his marketing department, and they
found a spot for the kicker.
After a week of shadowing members of
the marketing team in October, he ended
up landing the job for good in December.
“Anybody on the team that’s not using
[Poole], you want to just shake them. ‘Just
go and meet with her, please, one time,
and it’s going to pay off,’” he said. “She’s
not just a connection and a resource, but a
friend as well.”
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P

utting the ball through the uprights was the easy part. Evan Pantels had done that 211 times in
three years as a placekicker for the
Rebels, including four point-after-touchdown kicks in his career-capping, historical 34-29 win over UNR in November.
Planning for life after football, though,
wasn’t as clearly defined as booting the
ball between that 18.5-foot-wide space 10
feet above the ground.
“There wasn’t a plan,” Pantels said. “I
didn’t know if I was going to end up going
back home to Georgia or staying out here.
I had no preference or anything, but there
was nothing at all in the works in terms of
what’s your next step? What’s a connection you’re going to use to get a job?”
That changed when Pantels remembered
a visit from Mallory Poole at the football
team’s fall training camp, where she offered
help for student-athletes looking to polish
their resume or interview skills.
Poole, the director of student-athlete
leadership and career development, heads
up the Rebels Go Pro program, a year-old
initiative that helps athletes transition
from their college careers to their professional careers.
Pantels, a little insecure about tackling
this step, tried to make an appointment
to go with a buddy from the team. When
Poole told him she only works one-onone with students, he was even more
wary. That soon evaporated.
“She was just a tremendous help —
resumes, and doing mock interviews,
and making you feel totally comfortable
going into a situation that’s not always
comfortable for people,” he said. “Now

Sports

The Architect
of the Lady Rebels


Coach Ayala turned the team
into a force in its early years.

DAN AYALA
THROUGH
THE YEARS

I

n the 1974-75 season, Jerry Tarkanian’s Runnin’ Rebels put together
the best season men’s basketball had
had thus far — 24-5 and making the
NCAA tournament for the first time.
Alongside him was Dan Ayala, who came
to UNLV from Cal Poly Pomona, where he
was the head coach of the men’s team, the
season prior to serving as Tarkanian’s assistant. But in the 1975-76 season, Ayala
was ready to return to the head coaching
ranks, and UNLV had a second-year program in need of a leader — the Lady Rebels.
Ayala, who died Sept. 17 at the age of 82,
went on to become one of the winningest
coaches in UNLV history, compiling a 10923 mark over five seasons at the helm of
the women’s program.
He took over from Barbara Quinn, the
first-year interim coach, and was tasked
with laying the groundwork for the future
of women’s basketball in Las Vegas. He
immediately set out to use scholarships —
and good old-fashioned charm — to build
a roster.
Liz Galloway, who played for the Lady
Rebels from 1975-78, was, along with
teammate Debby Waddy-Rossow, a standout at Temple Junior College in Temple,
Texas, when Ayala came calling.
“He won my mother over,” Galloway
recalled. “To see your daughter go crosscountry, he allayed her fears. He just talked
about what we could do and what we could
accomplish and how we would play.”
And Ayala could tout the exposure that
playing in Las Vegas had. “I was just starstruck when we first got there,” Galloway
said. “Lynn Swann was in the gym. Bill
Cosby, we saw him. We went to a casino
just to eat. I remember passing by a slot
machine and seeing Redd Foxx — I’m not
going to tell you that didn’t have a big impact on us.”
He implemented the fast break with the
Lady Rebels, drawing on his time as an as-

1975-76
26-5, lost to Cal State
Fullerton and UCLA
in AIAW Regionals.
Team set singleseason points record
with 2,846. Debra
Waddy owns the individual points record
that year with 766.
1976-77
14-4

sistant under Tarkanian. And he was uncompromising about his systems on both
sides of the ball.
Janie Fincher, who had been an AllAmerican at Murray Junior College, landed
at UNLV in 1977 with her final year of eligibility.
“I only played half-court defense in high
school,” Fincher said. “I can remember doing some of the defensive drills in Vegas
that Ayala had us do and him telling me
‘You might be able to score, but until you
play defense my way you’re not getting off
the bench.’ Well I’m 24 and All-American,
but he didn’t seem to care. I was glad. I
learned a lot about defense.”
It worked. Ayala’s teams posted lopsided
win totals in his five years until he left
UNLV after the 1979-80 season
Kathy Oliver, who played for Ayala, returned to UNLV and took over the program
in 2008.
“When I first got the job here, he was
the first guy to say, ‘What do you need? I
want to help you.’ We needed some video
equipment, and he donated $10,000 to the
Lady Rebels. He always was there for us. As
much as he barked, he cared. That made
such an impact on me. I was always going
to make sure my players knew I cared.”

1977-78
23-2, lost to UCLA
in AIAW Regionals.
Team set singleseason scoring average record at 94.6
points per game.
1978-79
22-8, lost to Long
Beach State and
Southern Cal in
AIAW Regionals.
Teresa Willis sets
single-game points
record with 44
against Utah State.
1979-80
22-8, lost to Southern Cal in AIAW
Regionals
Total
109-23

NEW STADIUM
SEASON-TICKET
PLANS ANNOUNCED
With the Las Vegas Stadium taking shape
along Interstate 15 south of Mandalay Bay,
both the Raiders and the Rebels are preparing for their moves in 2020. With concrete
towers and steel beams coming together
passersby can take a squint-and-you-canalmost-see-it look at the future home of UNLV
football.
But before the first snap of the new decade,
fans can get a leg up. Though season ticket
prices haven’t been announced for 2020,
individuals who purchase season tickets for
2019 in Sam Boyd Stadium’s final year will
be eligible for the same per-game price on
seats in similar locations at Las Vegas Stadium the following year under UNLV Athletics’
faithful fan price initiative.
TICKET INFO:

UNLVRebels.com/LasVegasStadium

HOCKEY PLAYER DONS
RED, WHITE, AND BLUE
When Team USA sent a men’s ice hockey
squad to the Winter World University Games
in Krasnoyarsk, Russia, March 1-12, it only
took three freshmen. UNLV’s Jared Turcotte,
an art major, was one of them. Seven players were from NCAA Division I teams, while
the rest were from the American Collegiate
Hockey Association’s Division I — in which
UNLV competes.
Turcotte, whose 23 points were fourth
among UNLV’s scoring leaders this year, saw
32 minutes of ice time for Team USA across
five games. The forward recorded five shots
on goal and was plus-3 in his time. The team
went 2-3, finishing seventh of 12 in group
play, missing out on the medal rounds.
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 LAS VEGAS, THAT’S ITALIANO!
 STITCHING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

THE REMAINS OF A PUEBLOAN DAY
A researcher in UNLV’s Southwestern Archaeology and Indigenous
Technologies Laboratory sorts through the charred plant remains
found in a site along the north rim of the Grand Canyon. Under the
direction of anthropology professor Karen Harry, the lab has brought
in more than $1.6 million in external funding since 2001. The lab
focuses on field projects in the Virgin Branch Puebloan region and
conducts materials science research on indigenous technologies.
Such work is one reason UNLV rose up to the top tier of research
institutions this year. See page 5 for more about the ranking.
PHOTO BY JOSH HAWKINS
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BABY BLUES HITS
NEW DADS, TOO
A new UNLV study offers an in-depth view
of post-partum depression (PPD) in new
fathers and makes recommendations for
how healthcare providers can respond to the
often-ignored issue.
“Forgotten Fathers: Postpartum Depression
in Men,” Journal of Family Issues

THE RESEARCHERS
Couple and family therapy professor Brandon
Eddy with UNLV nursing professor Marcia
Clevesy; Von Poll of Texas Tech; and Jason
Whiting of BYU.

THE METHODOLOGY
First-hand accounts from new fathers through
blogs, websites, forums, and chat rooms.

THE PROBLEM
Five to 10 percent of new fathers suffer from
PPD, and that risk shoots up to between 24-50
percent for men whose partners suffer from
PPD (U.S. Centers for Disease Control). Left
untreated, PPD hampers parental involvement
with long-lasting effects on children.

THE FINDINGS
The researchers identified six themes:
Lack of resources: Fathers didn’t know
men could suffer from PPD and received little
information from doctors or therapists.
Gender expectations: Many dads felt pressured to espouse traditional stereotypes.
Repressing feelings: New dads were reluctant to share their feelings for fear of sounding ridiculous or looking weak to their wives.
Overwhelmed: Parents often suffer from
lack of sleep after birth, which can exacerbate stress and depressive symptoms.
Resentment: While many fathers expressed joy, others resented their baby’s
constant needs and attention.
Experience of neglect: The dads felt lost
and forgotten — by their wives, the health
care system, and society.”


“There’s
no truly
acceptable
place or
context
for men to
publicly
reveal being
challenged
— much less
rocked to
the core — by
what I call
‘sudden
parenthood.”
— From the study
“Forgotten Fathers:
Postpartum
Depression in Men”

The authors called for more programs to
prevent and treat PPD in men, noting that “because men are already less likely than women
to seek professional help for depression, it is
vital that the stigma of PPD decreases.” They
also called for the screening programs targeting moms be extended to dads.
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L’Italianità
di Las Vegas
(THE ITALIANNESS OF LAS VEGAS)
BY NICOLE SCHULTZ

I

t’s easy to scoff at Las Vegas for
being “fake” and “inauthentic”—
nothing more than a “theme park
for adults.” After all, in a short walk,
a Las Vegas tourist can visit an old Roman city, the Eiffel Tower, one of the
Great Pyramids, a medieval castle, and
New York City.
But for Marta Soligo — born and raised
in Bergamo, Italy — a walk through the
Bellagio, Caesars Palace, and the Venetian
offers a sense of “Italianness” some 6,000
miles away from her native country.
Soligo, a Ph.D. candidate in sociology
and graduate assistant at UNLV’s International Gaming Institute, is exploring the relationship between Las Vegas,
tourism, culture, and authenticity. “Our
job as social scientists is to define the
meaning that places have for the people
who experience them in different ways,”
she noted.
She is examining MonteLago Village at
Lake Las Vegas for her dissertation work
and taking a more extensive look into
the Italian-themed resorts on the Strip.
Her first step was to understand how
these resorts are perceived by Italians.
An ethnographer and qualitative scholar,
Soligo begins her on-site interviews with
a simple question: What do you think
about this place?
SENSE OF PLACE
Although Las Vegas’ representations of
Italian art, cuisine, and culture might not
be exactly like the Italian originals, Soligo
argues that these places foster a general
sense of Italianness. She points to the
definition by Roland Barthes, a French
literary philosopher and linguist: “Italianness is not Italy; it is the condensed

essence of everything that could be Italian, from spaghetti to painting.”
MonteLago Village, for example, oozes
Italianness, though its architecture is
based on no specific city. The property’s
origin story is a little complicated. When
developer Ron Boeddeker purchased
the land that would later become Lake
Las Vegas, his dream was to replicate
the towns he saw during a trip to Italy,
especially those on Lake Como. More
than 30 years later, the Italian traditions
continue: a typical weekend evening at
MonteLago Village involves couples dining al fresco, the sun setting over a Ponte
Vecchio-style bridge over the lake, kids
slurping up homemade gelato, and the
sounds of the bell tower ringing through
the streets every half hour.
That’s Italian, Soligo said — so much so
that she has found many born-and-raised
Italians among the owners and patrons
of its restaurants and shops. They tell her
they come to this niche outdoor shopping
mall on the outskirts of Las Vegas to feel
like they are back home in Italy. Her preliminary findings show that nine out of
10 Italians believe that the depictions of
Italian culture are pretty accurate at Lake
Las Vegas and the Strip.
After all, the architects behind the
Bellagio studied venues such as Villa Serbelloni in Bellagio, Italy, for more than
a year before drawing up the blueprints
for one of the Strip’s most popular attractions. The “dancing waters” outside the
resort are modeled after Lake Como, the
famous lake at the northernmost point
of the Italian city.
Many of the statues and art pieces in
Caesars Palace are skillful depictions of
original Roman works. And at the Venetian, Soligo said, “You recognize everything in Piazza San Marco — known to

many as St. Mark’s Square. The architecture, the clock tower, the Grand Canal
and its singing gondoliers, everything.”
LINGUINI MEETS LINGUISTICS
Italianness can be found in things that
are not Italian at all, she said, so long as
they sound Italian. Soligo’s research has
incorporated a lengthy linguistics study.
In cities across the world, people often
incorrectly use the “-ini” ending to make
words sound “fancier and more Italian.”
But this distorts the words away from
their Italian meaning. In Italy, asking for
a “panini” will get confused looks; a “panini” is many sandwiches, while a “panino” is just one. The words “fettuccini” and
“linguini” do not exist in Italy. It’s “fettuccine” (pronounced: fay-tu-chee-neh) and
“linguine” (pronounced: lin-gwee-neh).
This phenomenon is not exclusive to
Las Vegas. “I don’t know why,” said Soligo, “Maybe for fashion, for style, for food
— I don’t know why. There are some notItalian-at-all businesses have decided to
make an Italian name for themselves.”
THE AUTHENTICITY DEBATE
As cultural lines blur in an increasingly
globalized world, her work is asking
what it even means to be truly authentic. Does Las Vegas offer a less authentic
experience for its 2 million residents and
40 million annual tourists?
Her findings suggest that authenticity and what it means to be Italian are
not confined to a specific location, but
rather, they exist in the genius loci — the
spirit of the place.
“As a sociologist, I’m not trying to define what it means to be authentic or
inauthentic,” she said. “I’m much more
interested in discovering how the definition of authenticity can vary greatly from
person to person — even among Italians.
What’s authentic for me as an Italian is not
authentic for my grandma, who was born
80 years ago. Authenticity is subjective.”
For Soligo, MonteLago Village is as
authentic to Southern Nevada as it is
to Italy. “You come here and you perceive the warmth; you have Italianness
through the atmosphere. At first, it was
hard for me to admit that this little, virtually unknown place in Las Vegas gave
me a sense of home — but it does.”
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JARRET KEENE COORDINATOR OF WORLD LITERATURE PROGRAM

Threads Through
the Community
Poor lowly old Archie C. Grant Hall. The building, named for a regent who championed establishing UNLV, is easily overlooked as traffic
flies past the elegant curve of Beam Music Center toward the tower of Greenspun Hall. But for a few weeks this April, it was a bright
beacon along Maryland Parkway. Amanda Browder, the art department’s inaugural Transformation Fellow, had lived up to her title as
she turned Grant Hall into a canvas for people throughout the community. Jarret Keene, a professor in residence in the English depart-

I

ment, was one of them.

t’s a damp Wednesday afternoon in Pincushion, a cozy
makerspace tucked between a flower shop and a British pasty restaurant in the Las Vegas Arts District. I’m
ragged-voiced from having just taught One Thousand
and One Nights to a classroom of sophomores, showing
them how that collection — a patchwork of tales from
across the Middle East and India — stitches one story
on top of another until a dazzling whole can be viewed.
“Amanda Browder?” I croak to the person pinning stitch
lines into an array of what looks to be multi-colored quilted
curtains and woven-top linens.
“Yes,” she says, smiling. “You must be the writer.”
I write, sure, but my job is teaching literature, a figurative
and cerebral endeavor with absolutely zero danger of needlethreading hunks of your fingers to cloth. Before I can ask a
question, Browder sits me before a sewing machine and, in
literal tribute to Nights, fuse swaths of dissimilar fabric. The
swaths will become an art installation, “The Land of Hidden
Gems.” Designed by Browder — a Brooklyn artist on campus as
the art department’s inaugural Transformation Fellow — “Gems”
is designed to unite UNLV with the larger Las Vegas community.
To seamlessly join them together, as it were.
Browder was selected from 125 applicants for the fellowship,
which was retooled to connect students with the Southern
Nevada art community. Her project, art chair Marcus Civin said,
“sends UNLV out into the community and then draws the community back to us.”
Amanda shows me how to thread the needle and lower
the presser foot of my Reliable MSK-8900M. She’s a kind and
patient sewing-workshop leader; her excitement is infectious.
“I’m excited to be here [at Pinchusion], an artist-run space
created by people who support the practice of sewing in all its
forms,” says Amanda, showing me where to slice the thread
against the cutter. “I like working with different groups in the
city, because then it becomes a collaboration between the university and other parts of town. A project like this one encourages students and faculty to visit somewhere they might not
have been, and it encourages people from around the valley to
go to UNLV to see an installation they helped create.”
Foot on pedal, I’m off and stitching. Carefully, I remove a
pin with every few inches of progress. Still, I’m too eager. In
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minutes, I’ve bunched up the fabric — donated by people from
all over Las Vegas — against the machine arm and comically
sewn one end on top of the other, grinding things to a halt.
Time to start undoing my errant stitches with a scissor blade.
Across from me, Holly, a fiber-based artist pursuing her
master of fine arts at UNLV, fares no better, breaking a needle
against a pin. “I’ve only sewn a handful of times when I was
younger,” she says, searching for a replacement needle. “I love
how [Amanda] gets us right into it. She teaches people how to
quickly be comfortable with the machine.”
Before settling into Pincushion, I spoke with my downtown
neighbors whose children attend Las Vegas Academy of the
Arts, a magnet high school in a historic downtown building
constructed in 1931. Amanda was there earlier in the day, encouraging student musicians, dancers, thespians, and artists to
take turns behind sewing machines. The parents related to me
that their kids had a blast. So did Browder.
“The [high school] students are wonderful,” she confirms.
“Within an hour, they were all sewing away. I don’t ask them
to be particular with their stitching. They have freedom to play,
freedom to make mistakes.
“I believe that’s how you get people engaged in contemporary
art. There has always been a high-low border separating, for
example, street artists and muralists from people who display
their work in museums. I’m showing the students that something like ‘Hidden Gems’ is art, too. And art is never perfect; it’s
always messy.”
Gradually, I begin to see evidence of my progress. My stitching is nearly complete.
“The project is building-sized,” she tells me, “and not at all
like a fabric gown standing in a window. Fabric is often private
material that ends up on our bodies. By putting it on a public
building, we get to see [the building] in a whole new way.”
A month later, the massive ‘Gems’ tapestry wrapped the aging Archie C. Grant Hall in bursts of color and pattern. The twostory building was the second constructed on the once-dusty
Maryland Parkway campus some 60 years ago.
I’ll find the swath I stitched — scarlet, wind-billowed, pollenflecked — draped around Grant Hall’s balcony. My contribution
will stand as a small part of larger effort, and I’ll feel a surge of
accomplishment, even pride.

Research

The large-scale art
installation “The
Land of Hidden
Gems” cloaked
Archie C. Grant Hall
in a tapestry stitched
together by the community, including
English professorin-residence Jarret
Keene.
[Photos by Lonnie
Timmons III]
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Transforming Healthcare

in Southern
Nevada

UNLV School of Medicine students are academically gifted, community connected,
diverse, and — though they come from colleges and universities nationwide — all have
strong ties to the Silver State. The school includes more than 300 residents and fellows,
who treat patients while receiving graduate specialty education in areas ranging from
general surgery and pediatrics to family medicine and psychiatry. The school also trains
specialists in acute care pediatric surgery and geriatrics — both firsts for Southern Nevada.
With all that we do, it’s easy to see that we are more than a school. We are Transforming
Healthcare in Southern Nevada.

Call 702.895.3524
for more information.

unlv.edu/medicine
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Delivering Healthcare

in our
communities

Our Clinics in Clark County offer 25 different specialties:
Ackerman Autism Center

Mojave Counseling – Adolescent

Pulmonology

Cardiology

Mojave Counseling – Adult

Psychiatry

Diabetes

Neurology

Rheumatology

Endocrinology

OB/GYN

Sports Medicine

Family Medicine

Orthopaedics

Surgery – General

Gastroenterology

Otolaryngology

Surgery – Pediatrics

Internal Medicine

Pediatric – General

Surgery – Plastic

Maternal Fetal Medicine

Pediatric – Specialties

Surgery - Oncology

Minimally Invasive OB/GYN Surgery

Call 702.660.UNLV
for appointments.

UNLVmedicine.org

UNLV Medicine accepts PEBP Insurance (HMO and PPO Plans).
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STORIES BY JASON SCAVONE
ILLUSTRATIONS BY CHRIS JONES

Go big or go home? Hah!
That cri de guerre falls
limp at the feet of UNLV’s
huge, gargantuan, positively
preposterous proportions.
Behold the sheer magnitude
of our biggest projects,
places, people, and pipe
organs. This is UNLVXL
— a dive into the most
massive elements of
our university. A
stainless steel
device for
studying surface
chemistry that
takes up an entire
room? We’ve got the
only one in the world.
Plus a book made out of lead
that could break a coffee
table and not one, not two,
but three Runnin’ Rebels
topping 7 feet. Take
our hand as we
stroll through
a redwood
forest of public
art, past a
truly super
supercomputer,
and reach the
kitchen equipment you’ll
require if you ever need to
whip up 60 quarts of mashed
potatoes. Super-size me? We
already did.
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THE MACHINE CAME TO
AMERICA in 2004 from Germany,

sailing through the Panama Canal in a
40-foot container. It grew to take up a
754-square-foot room in the Chemistry
Building. And kept growing. By 2010, The
Machine wedged on the diagonal to fit
into a 1,272-square-foot research space
built specifically to house it in the UNLV
Science and Engineering Building.
The Machine is hungry.
It doesn’t just feed on square footage,
though. Chemistry professor Clemens
Heske’s only-of-its-kind apparatus gobbles up molecules, atoms, and electrons.
It swallows samples of perfectly packaged
materials. Its blood is vacuum purer than
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that around the International Space Station. Its veins are, well, plastic tubes fused
into buckets of concrete.
Those five-gallon buckets stop the
tubes from vibrating, which can interfere with measurements that go as fine
as single atoms. For such a big beast, The
Machine is surprisingly delicate in its
pursuit of unlocking the secrets of interfaces — exploring how and why materials
interact.
A significant portion of the work involves materials used in solar cells. The
work helps make renewable energy more
efficient, though Heske believes the future of car fuel is in hydrogen — another
research area his team of undergradu-

ate and graduate assistants is exploring.
Nuclear materials have been studied, and
in other activities, Heske and his group
develop ways to look at samples in situ,
observing surfaces inside a battery while
it’s charging and discharging, for example.
A sample’s journey into the heart of
The Machine starts in twin gloveboxes,
where samples are prepared in an inert
chamber. Within the gloveboxes, they are
sealed with a vitally important piece of
specialized scientific equipment.
“The key element is that FoodSaver
from Target,” Heske said. “But it is the
luxury version, the $149, not the cheap
version.”
Once samples are loaded into The

Biggest KitchenAid
Substitute

Mary Blankenship, an Honors College student
studying chemistry and economics, works on
the “The Machine,” the only equipment of its
kind for studying surface chemistry.

“It’s the best
machine on
the planet
for doing
this. The
limitation is
the manpower and the
fact that it’s
rather complicated.”
— Clemens Heske
chemistry professor

Machine from the gloveboxes, they are
steered through its chambers and past its
porthole windows, passed along by rotating arms that handle the samples through
slender-tined forks.
The Machine sports two vacuum chambers with electron analyzers, one from its
original iteration in 1985, and one that
was added after Heske came to UNLV in
2004.
In those chambers, samples can be
bombarded with electrons, X-rays, and ultraviolet light. In the newer one, samples
can be heated to 1,200 degrees Celsius
or cooled to hundreds of degrees below
freezing, using liquid helium.
The other major chamber of The Ma-

chine is its scanning probe microscope,
with four microscopy modes that use
multiple measurement techniques down
to the atomic level.
“I call it the surface scientist’s dream
machine because everything is optimized
for surface science,” Heske said. “It’s the
best machine on the planet for doing this.
The limitation is the manpower and the
fact that it’s rather complicated.”
Heske splits his time between UNLV
and the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in Germany, and the budget for operating The Machine comes in part from
that university. The team that has worked
on it, likewise, is international. Flags of
researchers’ native countries adorn the
upper reaches of The Machine’s lair, an
impressive array of global talent.
The projects, too, are collaborative.
Other research universities and national
labs join forces with UNLV to access The
Machine, bringing Heske’s team into the
fold.
It’s because the device is unique in the
field that UNLV has become an indispensible research partner. That uniqueness is
only because The Machine has adapted
and evolved, instead of built to an original
vision.
“Originally we thought this portion
would be a stand-alone machine until
one day one of the postdocs said, ‘Oh no,
we’re going to couple it to that other one,’”
Heske said. “I said ‘You’re crazy. We’re not
going to do that.’”
But the postdoc prevailed, and The Machine morphed. “It’s not like at age 18 you
wake up one day and want it like this.
“Still you wake up at night, when you
design something like this, with nightmares of flanges and windows and so on.
There is one flange on which you cannot
tighten the bolts, but so far it’s always
worked.”

It stands 5 feet tall and has a 60-quart
bowl that gets so weighed down with
food it has to be raised and lowered by a
crank. The Hobart mixer inside the Beam
Hall service kitchen is a powerhouse of
dough pulling, sauce stirring, and potato
mashing. Imagine how much easier this
baby could make Thanksgiving for even
the largest of families — the ones where
all the third and fourth cousins go back
for seconds.
“It’s a very versatile machine,” executive
chef Mark Sandoval said. “There’s a
grating attachment you can do a whole
5-pound block of cheese. There’s a grinding attachment to make your own ground
beef from chuck. Say we’re having a party
for 100 people; to make mashed potatoes
in here in one batch is easy. When we
make bread dough, this is what you really
want. We can do 20-30 loaves.”

Heaviest Book
And we don’t mean heavy like Tolstoy or
Nietzsche. We mean heavy as in “Ow,
my back.” One of just 25 copies of Liber
Ignis lives inside the Lied Library’s Special
Collections & Archives. The work of Peter
Koch, a designer, printer, and author,
Liber Ignis (translation: “Book of Fire”)
shows the bleak landscapes of Montana
mining towns juxtaposed with verse from
poet Adam Cornford, and all laid out on
pages made of actual lead and bound in
copper. It’s about 40 pounds of nearindestructible art.
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FOR SHEER MAGNITUDE
OF PUBLIC ART at UNLV, The

Flashlight will be tough for future generations to ever top. The 36-foot-8-inch
sculpture, installed between the Judy Bayley Theatre and Artemus W. Ham Concert
Hall in 1981, is made of 24 fins of threequarter-inch steel. It weighs 37 tons.
It is, by any measure, a lot of flashlight.
The sculpture, commissioned in 1978,
was originally supposed to point skyward,
in one sense to mimic the searchlights
of the Strip, and in another, to recall the
flashlights that ushers inside the two facing venues would use to direct patrons to
their seats.
The project was given to artists Claes
Oldenburg and Coosje Van Bruggen, but
during the design process, Van Bruggen
began to question the light shining into
the sky. She thought it clichéd. Authori34 UN LV MAG A ZIN E | SPRING 2 0 1 9

tarian, even. So the artists ended up flipping the sculpture into the upside-down
configuration you’ve known and loved for
the past 38 years.
But that’s Oldenburg and Van Bruggen,
two European-born artists who were living and working out of New York at the
time. The College of Fine Arts Garden installation, just down the steps from the
Flashlight at the northwest corner of the
Alta Ham Fine Arts Building, on the other
hand, comes from inside UNLV. It is the
end result of a collaborative, interdisciplinary effort that emerged from Pasha
Rafat’s Art in Public Places class in 2008.
“I tried to bring in people from different
programs — a lot of architecture, theater,
dance, music,” Rafat said. “The premise, of
course, is based on collaboration. In classes, we put people in mixed groups together. My course is based on space. It’s more
like architecture. It wasn’t really art stuff.

I tried to avoid the word ‘art’ because it
gives everybody heebie-jeebies. The more
collaborative the better.”
Spiritually, the garden is even further
from the Flashlight than the few paces
from the Judy Bayley would suggest.
The garden follows Rafat’s philosophy of
good public art — it integrates and blends
into its surroundings. It was designed less
as a statement piece and more as an extension of the natural contours of the land.
At the center of the project is a series
of concentric steps of stone brought from
nearby quarries and topped by Rafat with
his own sculptures. Currently, a pyramid
sits there, though he expects to change
that out in the coming years.
On the bottom level, seven stone blocks
form an incomplete square, nestled into a
hillock that span more than 19 feet on its
two complete sides.
On the next level, 12 blocks form a

Biggest Man on Campus
UNLV men’s basketball has never had a player of pure, outsize, Manute Bol-ian proportions,
but it has fielded three 7-footers over the years. Brett Vroman was the first, transferring
from UCLA to play center on the 1977-78 and ’78-79 teams before going on to a career
in the NBA and European basketball leagues. Elmore Spencer was a first-round pick by
the Clippers after a stretch of two seasons at UNLV from 1990 to 1992. The most recent
member of the club is Brandon McCoy, who played for UNLV for only one season last year as
a freshman before moving on to the Milwaukee affiliate of the NBA G League.

The Biggest Little Measurement
The Flashlight was commissioned in 1978
and installed in 1981, but it isn’t the only
piece of large-scale public art on campus.

“They keep
thinking the
idea of the
art is that you
make this little
watercolor
and you put
it on top of
the fireplace.
That’s not
what I do. I
do something
quite different.”
— Pasha Rafat
art professor

complete square, 17 feet, 2 inches long.
Then 16 blocks are laid square, just over
14 feet per side.
On the uppermost level, the 12 blocks
make an 11-foot square. The concentric
squares, recalling an Aztec pyramid in
design and color, weigh more than three
tons, all told.
Students frequently use the sculpture
as a place to stop and sit between classes,
one of UNLV’s outdoor spaces that double
as impromptu study halls.
It may be the biggest piece of public art
to come out of the class, but it isn’t the
only one. The class has also been responsible for the decorated electrical boxes
that can be seen along Maryland Parkway.
They also created the “Big V” that once
covered the front window of the Flora
Dungan Humanities building, bathing the
lobby in a kind of stained-glass glow until
it was removed.
After a brief hiatus, Rafat will be offering the class again in the fall. When subtle
but noticeable improvements come to
campus, you may very well have Rafat
and a collection of students from disparate backgrounds to thank.
With these installations, Rafat said, “the
important thing is function, and beauty
comes out of that. If you moved the object
from here to here, it lost its meaning.
“It has to be site-related. All the clues
come from the actual environment. They
keep thinking the idea of the art is that you
make this little watercolor and you put it on
top of the fireplace. That’s not what I do. I
do something quite different. This wasn’t
put a couple of paintings up. Everything
there is to know about this we want to design. The trees, the rocks, the path, the materials. Every inch of it. If a bird is going to
fly by, I want to know what that bird is.”

It’s a discovery that earned the journal Science’s 2017 Breakthrough of the Year, and the
signal that it happened could hardly be any smaller for an event that shook up a slice of the
galaxy 130 light years away in the Hydra constellation. The Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory, or LIGO, team became the first to measure the gravitational wave
produced by the merger of two neutron stars, with a total mass of nearly three times the
mass of the sun. It was at the LIGO observatories in Louisiana and Washington through an
apparatus that uses lasers mounted on independent arms. When the waves send ripples
through spacetime, the patterns the lasers produce can be compared. “The true change is
less than the size of a proton,” UNLV astrophysics professor Bing Zhang said.
The discovery was the first time people observed an astrophysical object in multi-messenger astronomy — the same event being detected in multiple signals, such as gravitational
waves, X-rays, gamma rays, and more. Zhang was part of a separate team that helped
lead efforts to model long gamma ray bursts from the event. The theoretical physicist will
continue to work gamma ray bursts, but he also is exploring electromagnetic counterparts
to gravitational waves, and also fast radio bursts — extragalactic signals that haven’t yet
been fully explained.

Biggest Mechanical Man
In 2015, UNLV fielded a team for the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency Robotics
Challenge. The task? Create a robot that could drive a vehicle, open a door and go through,
negotiate debris, use a tool to cut a hole in a wall, and six other criteria. UNLV’s team used
a Hubo robot, standing 5 feet, 7 inches and weighing 175 pounds, in the competition en
route to an eighth-place finish. Hubo still has a home at UNLV, too — in professor Paul Oh’s
Drones and Autonomous Systems Lab.

Biggest Blank Spot
When you need to keep electromagnetic waves moving in just one direction, Robert Schill’s
anechoic chamber, a 12-by-12-by-12 steel box inside the Science and Engineering Building, is your spot. Covered on the inside by row upon row of foam cones — think a stalactite
version of what you’d see in a recording studio — the chamber is designed to cut down the
reflections of electromagnetic waves to virtually nothing. That allows research to be done
on products like antennae, where a clean signal can go from a source to a receptor. Military
tech contractor JT4 has used the chamber in the seven years it has been operational, and
at least one Chinese tech company will soon begin testing there.
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CHERRY CREEK WAS TOO
MUCH COMPUTER for UNLV.

Not for the university writ large, nor
for the dizzying amount of research being
done on the machine. This supercomputer is literally too big for UNLV’s National
Supercomputing Institute inside the Science and Engineering Building. The floor
couldn’t hold it.
Cherry Creek, in its current incarnation, is more than 45 cubic feet of raw
processing power — 19 server racks, capable of holding around 3,000 pounds when
fully loaded, standing about 7 feet tall,
2 feet wide, and more than 3 feet deep.
Those racks hold 120 nodes between
them, each node containing from 146 to
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244 cores, or individual processors in a
complete central processing unit.
Current-era iPhones sport about six
cores. Cherry Creek’s current 26,000
is the processing power equivalent of
about 4,300 bored teens listlessly swiping
through Instagram.
Created by Intel in 2014, Cherry Creek
1.0 contained just shy of 10,000 cores. Intel announced it would be donating the
supercomputer. Rob Roy, founder and
CEO of the megalithic data center Switch,
reached out to Intel, and the computer
giant agreed to send Cherry Creek to the
data center. Roy urged Joseph Lombardo,
director of the National Supercomputing
Institute, to enter the proposal process to

secure Cherry Creek for UNLV.
Since then, the computer has been aggressively expanded, to the 26,000 cores it
has today with plans to hit 100,000 cores
in the next two years. Within five, Lombardo expects that number to reach a million. Or, about 167,000 ’Gram-perusing
teens worth of iPhones.
The raw computing force may be impressive, but the way researchers can access it is familiar. More than 230 researchers and students have access to Cherry
Creek, but the interface for it can come
from anywhere: a laptop, a tablet, or a
phone. It will even text researchers when
it finishes their calculations. There’s no
tech involved in the computer that’s gen-

Biggest Solar Collector
Currently Used for
Research

The Cherry Creek supercomputer could hit
one million cores within the next five years,
which is the processing power of roughly
167,000 iPhones.

“We can’t
compete with
the private
sector, but
we can make
what we have
better and
bigger and
stronger and
faster.”
— Joe Lombardo
Director of the National
Supercomputing
Institute

erations beyond mainstream computers. The power is impressive, but Cherry
Creek’s sublime beauty is in its relentless
efficiency in shaving off weeks, maybe
months or more of work. For researchers,
Cherry Creek is a time machine.
“It looks special, but software is software,” Lombardo said. “Most of it is built
into Linux. Some of these jobs are long. We
have jobs in chemistry that can run weeks.
You couldn’t do that on a laptop. Weeks on
Cherry Creek would be years on a regular
machine. The machine would burn up before it would converge on an answer.”
There are 38 projects being conducted
on the supercomputer now, from exploring quantum control of chemical reac-

tions to learning how exoplanets form
and evolve, to the less ethereal but no less
vital work of divining optimal response
systems for first responders.
Cherry Creek is on the verge of creating
another key resource, too: money. Already
ahead of the game thanks to Roy’s 10-year
donation of space and power for Cherry
Creek (which took a special order from
the Nevada System of Higher Education
— normally gifts are restricted to three
years), the supercomputer has cycles to
spare at a time when private sector companies are looking to outsource instead of
owning supercomputers.
Lombardo has already sold time to
Disney, which has its own computers at
Switch, but sometimes needs extra processing power when butting up against deadlines. Effects-heavy movies like those in the
Star Wars and Avengers franchises are computer resource hogs.
Soon, Lombardo expects more companies, and even other higher education institutions, to sign up at prices for
processor time that are competitive with
Amazon Web Services, but much faster.
“What we do with those dollars is we
turn it around and we buy new hardware,”
Lombardo said. “We can’t compete with
the private sector, but we can make what
we have better and bigger and stronger
and faster. Something that took roughly
100 hours on [Amazon Web Services]
took under six on Cherry Creek. [Disney] likes giving us money. They’re giving it to a university who’s only turning it
back into something more they may need
again. So they think they’re investing in
their future.”
A future where Jedi and superheroes
have tangible, real-world benefits? The
Force works in mysterious ways.

The solar panels that line UNLV’s Center
for Energy Research stand like curious
titans along Flamingo Road near Maryland Parkway, ready to worship the sun
whenever researchers flip a switch. And
while the two mammoth 70-by-48-foot
panels are impressive, it’s the 50.4-foot
tower that is the most puzzling. Sporting
11 10-by-10 octagon panels, each with
76 mirrors measuring one-square-foot ,
the collector focuses the might of the sun
on a central turbine capable of spinning
up to 42,000 revolutions per minute. It
once was housed at the Pentagon, and
would have been in the path of the Sept.
11 attacks.
Currently, center director Bob Boehm’s
team is researching supercritical CO2
engines. It’s the first solar-driven CO2 engine to be built, using the sun to superheat gas to turn a turbine and generate
power. It’s based on the Brayton cycle,
the same phenomenon that makes jet
engines work. It’s particularly suited for
our desert environment not just because
of our preponderance of sunny days,
but because the engine doesn’t require
water for cooling.

Biggest Restroom
No surprise here. When a full house of
18,000 has 15 minutes during halftime to
attend to business, the Thomas & Mack
Center’s 1,380-square-foot room 3001H,
a men’s restroom, takes the (urinal) cake.
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WITH ALL DUE DEFERENCE to longtime Raiders stalwart

Sebastian Janikowski, kickers just don’t
normally look like offensive linemen.
Unless they happened to play for UNLV
from 1991-94.
Nick “The Kick” Garritano was built
like a Jeep in his playing days, on the field
between 240 and 265 pounds, with a sixcylinder leg to match.
“A good buddy of mine used to tell me
stories about what the other players would
say,” Garritano recalled. “It was always an interesting treat to the fans to see me. They’d
say, ‘Oh, give him a hot dog,’ or they’d throw
all sorts of different things at you.”
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But the comments never flustered him.
“I knew that would come with being a bigger guy and doing what I did. I probably
ate a little bit too much … But the bottom
line was I worked really hard at lifting
weights. I worked really hard at kicking,
and I did everything I could to be a success for the team.”
That lineman’s build wasn’t an accident — Garritano played guard in high
school, as well as kicked. When he landed
at UNLV on a scholarship, he kept lifting
weights with the linemen and loved to
compete with them. It took him a year
to accept, though, that his days in their
trenches were behind him. Once he did,

his career as a kicker flourished.
The UNLV Hall of Famer’s name is
splashed all over the record book. His 15
points in a game, from a 1992 tilt against
Cal State Fullerton, were eclipsed only in
2017. He’s the only UNLV kicker to hit
four field goals in a game twice.
But the real excitement was the longball.
On seven attempts from 50 to 59 yards,
Garritano converted five, including two in
a game at Sam Boyd Stadium against San
Jose State in front of a costumed crowd on
Halloween night in 1994.
Garritano connected on kicks of 51
and 54 yards. After the game was done,
San Jose State kicker Joe Nedney told Gar-

The Lab You Never Saw Coming
A chemistry lab full of beakers? A biology lab ready for dissection? A computer lab filled
with racks of servers? Nope, nope, and nope. The biggest lab on campus is Ham Fine Arts,
Room 111 — 3,978 square feet of dance studio for work from arabesque to plié.

Most Likely to Make You Feel You’re in a Cathedral

UNLV Hall of Fame kicker Nick Garritano,
now a baseball coach for CSN, was an
unusual sight on the football field as a 240- to
265-pound kicker.

“Most kickers
are all of 5-9,
160 pounds.
Obviously, I
looked a lot
different from
everybody
else.”
— Nick Garritano
former Rebels kicker

ritano “good luck in the league.” Nedney
knew what he was talking about — he
went on to a 15-year career in the NFL.
The 54-yard blast Garritano repeated
two weeks later against UNR in a game
that sealed the Big West for the Rebels. In
the Las Vegas Bowl, an ESPN camera crew
followed Garritano around during his
warmups and introduced him as a “beerbellied booter.”
“It was pretty neat,” he said. “Not every kid in the country gets the lead on
SportsCenter. We all enjoyed it. It was
just like anything. Everybody respected
me for the ability I had, but on the outside looking in, I was an easy target. Most
kickers are all of 5-9, 160 pounds. Obviously, I looked a lot different from everybody else.”
Garritano would be summoned to
minicamp with the San Francisco 49ers,
but ultimately came back to finish his
kinesiology degree in 1995. He entered
the coaching ranks, first coaching baseball and football at Chaparral High School
before moving over to Green Valley and,
eventually, the College of Southern Nevada, where he is entering his ninth season as the Coyotes’ baseball coach.
Garritano returned the Coyotes to the
NJCAA World Series in 2017 — which
the team had won in 2003 behind Bryce
Harper. Garritano and his staff have sent
18 ballplayers into the MLB draft.
“If we can change a kid’s life, that’s a
lot more important than trying to win a
game. This community has given me every opportunity in life that I’ve asked for,
and I feel it’s important to live up to every
expectation,” he said. “The day I ride into
the sunset, I want to be able to say we did
it morally and ethically correct.”
And with a big leg that packed a big
wallop.

If you’re ready to be physically overwhelmed by an instrument, just step onto the Doc Rando
Recital Hall Stage of the Beam Music Center and bask in the enormity of the Maurine Jackson Smith pipe organ. Smith, ’95 BA History, graduated magna cum laude at the age of 59.
About 40 feet tall and 30 feet wide, the organ was shipped in 10,000 pieces from Germany
and installed over the course of four years from 2000-04. With its 3,000 pipes, it’s the
largest organ of its kind in the state, and figures to be for a long time. Unless some casino
company decides to build a St. Peter’s Basilica-themed resort.

Largest Historically Relevant Piece of Furniture
When the Thomas Beam Engineering Complex was being built in 1988, The Howard Hughes
Corp. donated a trove of the famous recluse’s paraphernalia to the College of Engineering,
including the H-1 Racer replica and photos of Hughes. They also included a conference table, 14 feet long by 7 feet wide, that was so big it had to be carried through the metal studs
that frame the conference room in the dean’s office before the room was finished around
it. The table, according to Hughes colleague Beam, was made from the same wood as the
Spruce Goose — fitting, as it sports a Spruce Goose logo in the middle. It also has cigarette
burns in the wood courtesy of Hughes. The personal touch makes all the difference.

Heftiest Warhorse Laser
It’s not, as you kind of secretly hope, the stuff of James Bond villain death traps. But for
more than 20 years, a visible-light laser in physics professor Michael Pravica’s lab has been
soldiering on. The housing is about 4 feet long. It used to pump out 20 watts of power,
but now delivers about one watt. This is still fairly powerful: Other, newer lasers in the lab
produce four-tenths of a watt. Pravica uses it for spectroscopy of synthesized or pressurized
samples in his research into new polymers. The normal lifecycle of this kind of laser is 10 to
15 years, but an attentive Pravica has been able to baby it to a longer service time. After all,
lasers don’t grow on trees. (But if they did, those trees would be awesome.)

Biggest Classroom
For large survey classes on campus, look no further than Carol C. Harter Classroom Building
Complex, Room A-106, better known as the Frank Koch Auditorium. At 3,961 square feet,
it’s the grand dame of UNLV classroom space. But it’s also one of only 14 lecture halls that
seats more than 100, which helps UNLV keep its average class size to around 30 for undergraduates. Professor Michael Green’s History 100 is a quintessential class for the space:
large numbers from a broad cross-section of campus, without needing specialized equipment. “There can be challenges to teaching a larger class in terms of building relationships,
but it also helps if you’re inclined to work at it and you move around,” Green said. “One interesting similarity (to smaller classrooms) is that the questions are still likely to come from the
front of the room, no matter the size of the class. It doesn’t mean those students are always
more interested, but they seem more inclined to participate.”
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Hole in
100101011
With the cutting-edge tech of its biomechanics
lab, UNLV’s PGA Golf Management program is
harvesting vital data for movement research.
By Jason Scavone | Photos by Lonnie Timmons III
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The face to path looks good but the
attack angle is a little off. And that
just craters your smash factor.
Such is golf in 2019, especially
where UNLV is concerned.
The university’s PGA Golf Management Program, launched in
2002, is one of only 18 in the country. It prepares students for jobs as
golf pros and club managers and
boasts a 100 percent success rate
for job placements after graduation.
With last year’s opening of Hospitality Hall, the program upgraded
its game, not just in the teaching facilities, but in the technology necessary to turn UNLV into a
prime destination for golf research.
As he spent three years designing his program’s new space, director Chris Cain said one thought lingered: “I felt like [the center] would
connect the College of Hospitality
with some unique opportunities in
the STEM fields of kinesiology and
biomechanics… [I wanted to know]
‘How can the center be truly a center where we can bring other disciplines in and study this thing about
a stick and a ball?’”
BEYOND TEACHING THE SWING
Long before there was a Hospitality Hall, the seeds for a golf center
were planted. Through the aughts,
Stuart Mann was dean of the Hospitality (then-Hotel) College. He
had a vision of transforming the
north side of campus into a complete hospitality experience, with
an academic building, full-fledged
hotel, and meeting spaces. The recession stopped progress on that
vision, but a fully realized golf center wasn’t going to be denied.
A decade later, new plans put
Hospitality Hall in the center of
campus with its Dwaine Knight
Center for Golf Management,
named for UNLV’s longtime golf
coach, prominently on the first
floor. The center’s biomechanics lab
features a mounted force plate and
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PGA golf management students Brian
Wipf and Amanda
Mirante learn how to
use the swing weight
scale for clubs
adjustments.

a 12-camera system on scaffolding for 360
degree views. It feeds the biometric data
into a projection screen. Golfers wear motion capture-style vests. So if Andy Serkis
ever wanted to play a CGI Arnold Palmer,
he’d be in the same get-up.
The lab gives the pro golf management
students and professors data to fine-tune
both their own game and their ability to
teach, but that’s just the drive off the tee
where this kind of technology is concerned.
At a university that just moved into the
top tier as a research institution (see page
5), capitalizing on every square inch of research space is critical.
“This lab can literally test anything
that’s movement,” the program’s assistant
director, Kendall Murphy, said. “The cool
part about it is whether it’s a football team
doing collision tests to check for [chronic
traumatic encephalopathy] and helmets,
or whether it’s the dance department
wanting to come in and see the effect of
the ground on a pirouette — whatever

they’re doing, we can design an experiment based on our center.”
PARTNERING UP
The system UNLV selected, Qualisys,
was already in use by Penn State University, Cain’s alma mater. He tapped his connections there for guidance on the setup,
particularly when it came to determining
the size of the cage, the materials to use for
turf and netting, and the screen.
But it was more than a matter of practical learning from another school’s trial
and error. Using the same system allows
UNLV to embark on joint research with its
cross-country counterpart. “It makes for a
more powerful piece, with Penn State being around since the 1800s,” Murphy said
of the collaboration. “We get to man the
West, they get to man the East.”
Penn State has used its lab to study
individual parts of the swing chain. The
school’s kinesiology department also uses
the system for medical studies, such as

Upping the Game for Jobs

UNLV’s PGA golf management program already has an unbeatable job placement rate: 100 percent of its grads land jobs in
the field. But the Dwaine Knight Center for Golf Management’s
tech features are making its students that much more competitive.
While the center’s biometric lab is equipped for intensive
research on the swing, its more layperson-friendly counterpart,
the simulation room, uses technology commonly found at clubs
around the country. Both the lab and the simulator allow students
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analyzing why seniors fall when climbing
or descending stairs.
Eric Handley, director of Penn State’s
center, came to Las Vegas with Samuel
Masters of its kinesiology department to
ensure both universities collect data in
the same manner. The collaboration will
broaden and deepen the data collected.
“I think there’s an opportunity to look at
research projects that you wouldn’t be
able to do in one setting with one university,” Handley said. “We can start thinking
about larger projects, larger data sets with
more power to them now that we can get
more subjects.”
An initial step for UNLV is collecting data
on golfers from the men’s and women’s
teams — a high-performing group easily
accessible to the center. While Penn State
continues to work across the spectrum of
the swing, UNLV will focus on other aspects, like clubhead speed, torso rotation, or
hand release at the end of the swing.
One project on Cain’s list will profile
elite athletes to establish a series of benchmarks so young golfers know how to progress their games. The program will collect
swing data from top golfers from the junior
level through the pros. When a prospective
golf team recruit comes to UNLV, for example, Cain can put them in the lab and tell
them where they are relative to their peers
and what to work on to be competitive.
Cain expects the research to transcend
both golf and sport. Qualisys, the system
that powers the lab, has applications to a
range of sports as well as to entertainment,
engineering, and biomechanics in humans
and animals. Cain envisions research with
UNLV athletic teams as well as Las Vegas’
current and future professional teams. As
more athletes join the studies, he said, the
Dwaine Knight Center will become known
for research in Las Vegas and beyond.
“The potential for this technology and
for our university and students to plug
into emerging sports here in Las Vegas is
high, and it’s going to be a fun challenge.”

to sharpen their coaching skills. Every fall, the program offers a
four-week development program. Students recruit people with
little golf experience to take lessons. The duffers might not come
away knocking on the door of the PGA tour, but they’ll be able to
go out and play 18 credible holes.
Senior Riley Clark said that thanks to being familiar with Trackman, the equipment that powers the center’s simulators, he’ll
be a good fit for high-end clubs. “We’re very blessed to have all
this crazy equipment,” he said. “It’s getting to a point that if you
want to be a teacher in this industry, you need to know it.”

CRISIS MANAGEMENT

COMMUNITY

C O L L A B O R AT I O N

No campus is immune to natural or man-made
disasters.
Even if you’re not often on campus, you can
still help our efforts to plan and prepare for
emergencies.
Give us your feedback. Join our efforts.

Together we can #BeRebelSAFE
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BE INFORMED

DEVELOP AN
EMERGENCY PLAN

BUILD AN
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GET INVOLVED

 THE KARMIC ROI OF GOOD CREDIT
 ALUMS SHARE BEST & WORST INTERVIEWS

Alison
Victoria
’08 BS Interior Architecture and BA
Psychology
Designer
and host
of HGTV’s
Windy City
Rehab

ALUM ADVICE

So you
think
you can
house
flip?
HGTV designer reveals the
risks of remodeling on her
latest reality show.
By Matt Jacob
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lison Victoria’s career has been anything but cookie-cutter.
The UNLV alumna joined Las Vegas-based Christopher Homes after graduation as the firm’s youngest designer, creating eye-popping interiors for semi-custom homes. The ensuing decade saw the Chicago native
build her résumé with her own consulting firm, her own modern luxury furniture line, and her first major
hospitality project in the $160 million expansion of the Silverton Casino Hotel. Then she landed the hosting
job on Kitchen Crashers, a renovation show on DIY Network.
That gave the affable Victoria — her full name is Alison Victoria Gramenos — a national platform. Away from the cameras,
she kept expanding her design business and discovered her true passion: identifying, purchasing, renovating, and selling historic homes in Chicago. On the Kitchen Crashers set during her eighth season, Victoria had an epiphany.
“I remember sitting down in front one of the houses we were crashing,” Victoria recalls, “and I looked at my cameraman
and my producer, and said, ‘Hey, I want to do a new show. I want to show people what I really do. I want to shoot a sizzle reel.
Who’s with me?’”
That sizzle reel led to a pitch for HGTV and a year of shooting the pilot. The show takes viewers on a tense ride as Victoria
locates a distressed property, purchases it, renovates it, then attempts to sell it (ideally for a profit). We caught up with Victoria
just before the New Year’s Day premiere of Windy City Rehab.
MIND OVER MATTER
It doesn’t hurt to have that psychology
background in any business, especially
in design. To be able to understand what
people want before they even know, that’s
psychological.
HER KIND OF TOWN
Chicago is where I was born and raised. All
around my neighborhood I watched these
general contractors come in and build crap.
They would tear down old homes — and
let’s be honest, some of them need to be
torn down; there’s nothing to save, and
they’re not structurally sound — but what
they would put up were these massive
concrete and glass block homes, if you can
even call them that. They would just get in,
get out, and make a quick buck, and they
were ruining the neighborhood.
My goal is to make sure when people are
walking by my [renovated] homes … and
they’re looking at it like, “Wow, this must’ve
been here for 100 years.”
THINK IT THROUGH
What I hope with my show is that people

see the truth because I don’t want people
to just quit their day jobs and start flipping
homes. I want people to be smart about
how they’re doing it. I want them to be absolutely passionate about the process. And
I want them to understand the risk in what
we do — because it’s not easy-breezy.
THE TOP TO-DO
Before beginning any renovation, you
absolutely must do your homework on
your contractors. Vet every single one
before deciding who you’re going to use.
You call all of their references. You go see
their work. You spend time — tons of time
— finding out who these people really
are, what their work ethic is like, if they’re
honorable, if they’re honest, if they’re on
schedule, if they’re on budget.
NO SECOND GUESSING
When things don’t go as planned, you
have to make snap judgments, in the
field, right then and there. There’s no
time to go back to the drawing board.
There’s a decision to be made, and you
better be really confident with that deci-

sion, whether it’s firing someone or taking a huge loss profit-wise. I really do look
for what’s in my gut, and I trust my gut — I
always have, and I always will.
REBEL REMEMBRANCES
I was so focused on what I wanted to do
after college that I just kept my eye on the
prize. There were no distractions for me,
even though people might think, ‘Oh, you
lived in Vegas.’ No, I lived in Henderson, I
had my grandmother down the street, my
whole family lived [nearby]. So I went to
school and worked — I took fewer classes
every year because I worked full time.
That’s why it took me seven years to finish!
WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET
Viewers of Windy City Rehab are going to appreciate not just the start-to-finish process,
but [my] transparency, honesty, and vulnerability. I’ve never been more exposed in my
life. I’m showing people exactly who I am.
And they might love it, and they might hate
it, but you can’t run this business being a
princess and being super sweet and great to
everybody. You’ve got to rule with an iron fist.
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field, but today it’s very data-driven. It’s about
modeling — testing, learning, and iterating. It’s
about breaking systems down into smaller,
solvable problems.
TOUCHY SUBJECT
A poll just came out that credit debt is the
number one taboo subject — above religion
and politics. We are all reluctant to address
it head on. [But] struggling with finances is
a big cognitive load. It takes away from your
ability to build your career, to build relationships. So people avoid the topic, especially
with people they know. But that leaves them
without good, trusted advice.

ALUM ADVICE

The Karmic ROI
of Good Credit
Alumnus engineers a career
change to help people
understand their finances.
BY CATE WEEKS

G

rowing up in Las Vegas, Greg
Lull was vaguely aware that
his parents struggled at times
but finances just were not
talked about in polite company. This
was pre-Internet revolution, so they had
limited access to their credit scores and
to information on the nuances that can
push a score up or down.
“I genuinely wanted to build a product
that helps people just like my parents understand their finances,” Lull said.
A career change — from design engineer
to marketing — eventually led him to the
startup Credit Karma. The company offers
free access to credit reports and tax filing
services, provides identity monitoring, and
guides members on how to manage debt to
improve their scores and save on fees.
“You can find general information
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Greg Lull
’02 BS and
’06 MS
Electrical
Engineering
Chief Marketing Officer at
Credit Karma

on the Internet, but it doesn’t really explain your exact situation to you,” he said.
“That’s what we wanted to do with this
company — give people their information in a way that helps them think about
credit and debt as tools.”
Here he talks to us about changing careers and the future of personal finance.
RELUCTANT MARKETER
In my 20s, I’m pretty sure I said a few times
that marketing is evil — that it makes people
buy things they don’t need. Then I worked at a
startup; I had to learn marketing just because
I was one of the first employees. This really is
the antithesis of who I thought I was.
MAKING A CAREER PIVOT
You just have to do it. Just remember: You’re not
considering that change because you’re happy
and fulfilled. The skills I’ve gained are lifelong
and transferable. I think most people will find
that’s true of their college education, too.
DRIVEN BY THE DATA
I definitely bring an engineering mindset to
marketing. There’s still a creativity side to the

THE RESPONSIBLE THING
There are some bad actors in the industry,
but not all lenders are predatory and debt
is not inherently evil. Think about buying a
house. Taking on that debt is a reasonable,
responsible thing to do. You’ll have to build
your credit so you can do that.
THE NEW REALITY
Every time you give out information to sign
up for a service or fill out a form of any kind
— which is kind of a requirement to be part
of society — you’re putting that identity at
risk. It’s impossible to totally prevent that
information from being compromised. But
you can mitigate that risk. Get signed up with
a service so you can proactively take steps if
your identity is being used.
FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY
The way people manage their finances today
is really pretty antiquated. In the next five to
10 years, I think we’ll see fin-tech companies
help people manage their checkbook in a digital way. That will let them spend more mental
energy elsewhere.
So many people live paycheck to paycheck.
I think automation will help them the most.
We’ll all be spending a lot less time thinking
about which account has money and which
bill is due when. There will be an intelligent,
predictive platform to connect those dots
so you know exactly what your discretionary
income is.
GOOD KARMA
I came up with the name for the company.
The alliteration is great, of course, but we also
liked the juxtaposition of the word ‘karma’
with finances. It reflected our goal to do good
in the world. It has this sense of optimism
and hope.

Hire

Rebel

Hiring made simple for students, alumni, and employers.
Get help with resume building, interview preparation, and
search or post jobs and internships at unlv.edu/hirearebel
or call us at 702-895-3495.
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1970s

ment. Just prior to retirement, he was executive
vice president of hotel operations with the Nugget Resort in Sparks and previously served as
executive director of hotel operations positions
at the Las Vegas Hilton and MGM’s Excalibur
and worked at Caesars Tahoe. He and his wife
live in Reno.

Mac Macdonald, ’71 BA Psychology, spoke
during the 70-year commemorations of the D-Day
landings in Normandy, France, to several hundred
international high school students at the Colville
Cemetery. He encouraged them to contribute to
society through volunteerism, engagement, and
participation. He presents at conferences around
the country to show the re-enactors who annually
return to Normandy to honor the sacrifices of their
relatives. A corporate trainer in Seattle, he lives
in Sequim.

Lynn Carol Feinn, ’86 BA French, lives in
Las Vegas and enjoys reading, movies, creative
writing, and coloring among her hobbies.

1990s

Larry Strate, ’76 MBA, is the author of

Alba Arango, ’91 BS Secondary Education,

From Battlefields to Beet Fields. His second
book, which was published in the fall, provides
a glimpse into the prisoner-of-war camps in
Montana’s Bitterroot Valley during World War
II. It explores the little-known story of using
prisoners of war in those camps to harvest the
sugar beet crops. An emeritus associate professor of business, he retired from UNLV after
24 years. In 2015, he relocated to Hamilton,
Montana.

’94 BA History, ’97 MA History, is the author of
the Decoders and the JJ Bennett: Junior Spy
series. She is a retired high school teacher
turned full-time author. Her newest book, The
Miner’s Gold, was released Feb. 1. It is the
sixth book in the Decoders series and is aimed
at children ages 8-11. She loves coffee and
chocolate — particularly together.

Matt Engle, ’91 BSBA Management, this

Don Boone, ’77 BS Hotel Administration,
has had a varied career in hospitality and credits understanding cost control and purchasing
as a key to success. He is the father of Paul
Boone, ’11 BS Hotel Administration, ’14
Master of Hospitality Administration. He lives in
Fort Worth, Texas.

Steve Gordon, ’77 BS Hotel Administration, is program director of the television-radio
department of Park School, Ithaca College.
He previously worked as an executive vice
president at Viacom Productions after beginning his career as a marketing director for a
hotel company. In 2008 he earned a master’s
degree from Ithaca College. Skiing, swimming,
running, and camping are among his hobbies.
He and his wife, Jaime Wolffe, have three
grown children.

Brent Howard, ’78 BSBA Accounting, operates BHI Bookkeeping, Payroll and Income Tax.
His two adult daughters, Cassidy and Chrystal,
work with him. He has run for political office
five times and says he now is cured of politics.
His primary interest is marketing and working
to solve the challenges of small businesses in
Clark County. He also studies holistic and integrative medicine. He and his wife, Lisa, have
been married seven years.

1980s
James Southard, ’85 BSBA Marketing,
retired after three decades in hotel manage48 UN LV MAG A ZIN E | SPRING 2 0 1 9

GAZING INTO
SIN CITY’S ZEN

J

ames Stanford, ’71 BFA Art, looks around Las Vegas
and sees artistic opportunity.
After 20 years photographing Las Vegas’s neon
signs and architecture, he began using his graphic arts
skills to turn those images into mandalas, which he describes as visual works of art that take you into higher
consciousness.
“Consider it a ‘trip,’ a guide to the cosmos,” he said, noting that his Zen Buddhism heavily influences his work.
He compiled 150 of those works into his second book,
Shimmering Zen. The 264-page, limited edition art book
was printed in Verona, Italy. The book launched in October with an event at the Neon Museum and companion
exhibits at West Sahara Library and in a pop-up art display
in the Las Vegas Arts District.
Stanford originally majored in English because he worried he couldn’t make a living as an artist. But, he said, “I
couldn’t leave art alone. I couldn’t leave life drawing alone.
I took every art class that I could fit into my schedule.”
His professors noticed and encouraged his switch to art.
He went on to get an MFA at the University of Washington,
eventually returning to Las Vegas to teach and continue his
work. He has exhibited internationally and served as chairman of the Las Vegas Arts Commission. —Diane Russell
 FULL STORY: “Gazing into Zen in Las Vegas” unlv.edu/news

year began working with the Insurance Office of
America as a commercial insurance broker to
build his own practice. He specializes in insurance programs in the construction, hospitality,
nonprofit, technology, and cannabis industries.
He recently finished terms as board chair for
both the Las Vegas Natural History Museum
and the Henderson Chamber’s IMPAC Board.
He recently celebrated 25 years of marriage
and has two children, Tabitha Engle, ’17
BS Entertainment Engineering Design, and
Madison Engle, a UNLV junior majoring in
psychology, member of the Honors College and
captain of the Scarlet Dance Line.

Tom van Betten, ’91 BSBA Finance, is vice
president of development at Matter Real Estate
Group, a San Diego-based firm. He previously
was executive director of tenant representation
at Cushman & Wakefield; a vice president for
Burnham Real Estate; and a senior vice president for Colliers International, Las Vegas. He
serves on the board of Big Brothers Big Sisters
of San Diego County and holds a California real
estate broker license.

Paula Avery, ’92 BS Hotel Administration,
works in human resources for a construction
company. Previously, she worked in the Las
Vegas hospitality industry for 15 years with
companies such as Binion’s Gaming, Sam’s
Town, New York-New York, and MGM/Mirage
during its merger. Her son, Zachary Avery,
is a criminal justice major at UNLV. She lives in
Henderson.

James O’Brien, ’93 Master of Public

Class Notes

Administration and ‘05 PhD Environmental
Science, retired from the Clark County office
of emergency management in 2010. He previously worked as a training officer for Clark
County Fire Department and spent 12 years as
a National Park ranger.

Dahn Shaulis, ’93 Master of Exercise Physiology, ’98 PhD Sociology, conducts research
on higher education and college choice for
his College Meltdown blog. His work includes
research on savage inequalities in the K-12
pipeline, lower college enrollments, the student
loan debt crisis, subprime colleges, and the
adjunct crisis. His latest essay for the Military
Times was “8 Tips to Help Vets Pick the Right
College.” He lives in Pleasantville, New Jersey.

John Olarte, ’95 BSBA Accounting, is president and CEO of GPPS - Global Printing Packing
Shipping, a company that manages and operates business centers at Las Vegas hotels and
resorts. He is involved with all aspects of the
company’s daily operations, including accounting, finance, and human resources. Since
2014 he has been a part-time adjunct faculty
member in UNLV’s Hospitality College, covering
the areas of financial and managerial hospitality accounting. He also has taught at the University of Phoenix, where he earned his MBA
in 2014. Previously, he worked at KeyState
Corporate Management and at the Mirage
Hotel & Casino. A member of the Las Vegas
Latin Chamber of Commerce, he has served on
the boards of the American Heart Association,
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, and
Community Health Charities of Nevada.

Lori Cox, ’96 BSBA Management Information Systems, has worked for the Las Vegas
Review-Journal for 33 years and serves as
IT manager. She is a season ticket holder for
men’s basketball and football and also attends
Lady Rebels and UNLV baseball games. She is
a Vegas Golden Knights fan who loves to travel.
She has three children — including alumnus
Michael Cox, ’14 BSBA Management — and
one granddaughter.

Sarah Thornton, ’96 BA Communication
Studies, was named 2018 Volunteer of the
Year by the Clark County Bar Association. She
is president of the Las Vegas-based boutique
public relations and marketing firm Sarah
Thornton Public Relations, which was founded
in 2007. She was praised for helping to plan
activities and services for bar association
members and for recruiting attorneys to write
articles for Communiqué, teach legal education seminars, volunteer at Three Square, and
distribute blankets to the homeless at Project
Homeless Connect. She has been a member
of the association’s Community Service Com-

mittee intermittently since 2008. She serves
on the board of directors for the Public Relations Society of America’s Las Vegas chapter
and is an advisory board member for Cure For
the Kids Foundation. She is a past chapter
president and past regional board member of
the International Association of Business Communicators’ Las Vegas chapter, in addition to
being a past president for IABC Colorado.

Glenn Alai, ’02 BA Communication Studies,
has been appointed president of the board of
directors for Aid for AIDS of Nevada. He has
been a producer and manager for Penn & Teller
since 1995.
Arango, ’91

Tibor Janos Molnar, ’97 BSBA Accounting, is the administration/finance officer at
UNHCR in Homs City, Syria. In 2008, he earned
an MBA Finance from an institution in Budapest, Hungary.

Jonathan Fountain, ’98 BA Political Sci-

Engle, ’91

ence, has been named a shareholder in the
law firm of Howard & Howard. He concentrates
his practice in intellectual property litigation,
entertainment law, and commercial litigation.
Based in Royal Oak, Michigan, the firm also
has an office in Las Vegas.

Tony Letendre, ’98 BS Hotel Administra-

Avery, ’92

tion, is assistant general manager at Dove
Canyon Golf Club. He also serves as Southern
California PGA section president. Golf and saltwater fish tanks are his hobbies. The father of
one son, he is engaged. He lives in Santa Ana.

Thornton, ’96

2000s
Tracy Moody Skenandore, ’00 BA
Communications, has been named director of corporate communications and public
affairs for Kirvin Doak Communications. She
has more than 20 years of public relations,
marketing, and corporate communications
experience in Southern Nevada and spent
more than eight years as manager of corporate communications and public relations for
Republic Services. Most recently, she directed
the communications effort for the successful Coalition to Defeat Question 3. She is an
inductee in the Women’s Chamber of Commerce Women’s Hall of Fame and recipient of
the InBusiness Las Vegas Top 40 Under 40
Young Leaders Award and the Las Vegas Business Press Rising Stars of Business Award.
She is married to Michael Skenandore,
’96 BA Communications.

Nancy Olson, ’01 BSBA Finance, is an
assistant U.S. attorney in the Appellate Division
of the U.S. Attorney’s officer for the District of
Nevada.

fessional photographer based in Las Vegas. His
work has been seen on a dozen magazine covers and was recently featured in GQ Magazine,
People magazine, Travel+Leisure, and Nylon.
In his commercial work, he strives to portray
the spirit and culture of his public and private
sector clients.

Nolan Stolz, ’04 Bachelor of Music Composition, ’04 Bachelor of Music Jazz Studies,
is assistant professor and coordinator of the
commercial music program at the University of
South Carolina Upstate. He recently published
the book Experiencing Black Sabbath: A Listener’s Companion and released a recording of
his composition “Lincoln Highway Suite” on the
album Orchestral Masters Vol. 5, recorded by
the Brno Philharmonic of the Czech Republic.
He lives in Spartanburg.

Kristina Swallow, ’04 MS Civil Engi-

Bernard Chan, ’99 BS Hotel Administration, works for the city and county of San
Francisco. Biking, hiking, and swimming are his
hobbies. He lives in San Mateo.

Bryan Hainer, ’04 BA Sociology, is a pro-

Fountain, ’98

neering, is now department director of the
Nevada Department of Transportation. The
department’s board of directors chose her
upon the recommendation of Gov. Steve Sisolak. Swallow has nearly 25 years of experience working in the civil engineering industry
and government. She most recently worked
for the city of Las Vegas as a program
manager in public works. As a practicing
civil engineer, she has worked in a number
of technical areas, including flood control,
traffic impact analysis and mitigation, land
development, public works, and transportation policy. She has been a small business
owner, a consultant, lobbyist in the Nevada
Legislature, and a legislative aide in the U.S.
Senate. She is the past president of the
American Society of Civil Engineers.

Shane Jasmine Young, ’04 JD, opened
Letendre, ’98

Skenandore, ’00

her own law firm in 2017, focusing on estate
planning, guardianship, business, and personal
Injury. Previously, she was general counsel
for Provident Trust Group and an attorney at
Ballard Spahr and at Snell & Wilmer. Since
2007, she has provided at least 100 hours of
pro bono work each year. She played semi-pro
basketball and continues to play in a women’s
league. Other hobbies include yoga, fitness,
and travel. She and her husband, who was her
high school sweetheart, have five daughters —
all of whom play basketball.

Linda Manley Darling, ’05 BA Art History, is a stock market investor. For the last
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three years she has been traveling across the
United States and Canada. Her hobbies include
attending the theater and Tri-City Americans
Hockey games. She lives in Kennewick, Washington.

Karen Siefman Chester, ’06 Master of
Education, is retired from her jobs as a teacher
and as an adjunct professor at the College of
Southern Nevada. Crafts, card making, reading,
and being a soccer mom are her hobbies. She
has three children, Lance, Sarah, and David
Chester, ’17 BA Art, and one grandson,
Leland.

Julie Gorriz, ’06 BA English, has been

Stolz, ’04

Hartley, ’06

working for more than a year at the Bakery Gallery in Yerington. She lives in Smith.

Meghan Grunow Hartley, ’06 BA Art,
faced a near-death experience with a traumatic recovery in 2015, which forced her to
find an income that was extremely flexible.
She now is a niche freelance writer for two
cannabis public relations agencies as well
as for two cannabis publications, Leafly and
Civilized. She plans to spend next winter in
Uruguay, covering the state of cannabis in
the first country to legalize it. Before switching careers, she spend more than a decade
in marketing. Her hobbies include painting,
working on a book, going to happy hours, and
hanging out at the beach. She lives in San
Pedro, California.

Whelan, ’06

Jones, ’07

Karen Whelan, ’06 JD, joined Kirst and
Associates as staff counsel for Allstate.

Yolanda “Lonnie” Tuttle Jones, ’07
BS Hotel Administration, a vacation advisor
for Disney Vacation Club, assists with member
events at Walt Disney World Resort. She was
selected as a leader-among-leaders for Disney’s Side-By-Side Trainer, Online Communications Flight, and Membership Magic teams. In
2011, she earned a master of tourism administration degree from George Washington University. Photography, cooking, and visiting Disney
resorts are her hobbies. She and her husband
live in Auburndale, Florida.

Perez, ’07

Clary, ’08

Pj Perez, ’07 BA Journalism & Media Studies, recently started a new position as digital
media & marketing manager at Chapman
University Fowler School of Law in Orange,
California. He is finishing a feature-length documentary about the Maryland Parkway cultural
scene in the 1990s called Parkway of Broken
Dreams and is developing several television
pilots. He is married to Sara Gorgon, ’16
MBA. They live in Costa Mesa.
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Edwards, ’09

Class Notes

istration, is senior implementation manager
for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
office of information & technology, service
management & planning. She is chair of the
evening chapter of the Mesquite Club. She is
running for the Ward 3 seat on the Las Vegas
City Council. She enjoys fixing up her historic
1951 home near downtown Las Vegas with her
boyfriend, Daniel. She describes herself as a
“serial volunteer.”

Jeremy Edwards, ’09 Master of Education, is one of five Golden Apple recipients for
2019. Recipients make a difference in their
communities through educational excellence.
He teaches biology at Belvidere High School
in Illinois. The surprise award included cash, a
professional development stipend, and a laptop. He has been teaching for 15 years.

Matthew Goode, ’09 BS Education, is the
senior recruitment coordinator at Southern
Utah University, where he earned a Master of
Public Administration-Higher Education degree.

Eric Lum, ’09 BS Biology, is a Realtor and
works in the financial sector providing financial

education. He originally planned a career in
the medical field but after some soul searching
was drawn toward business and finance. He
said the journey has not been easy, but has
been worthwhile. He and his wife enjoy singing
and are writing a fictional story together.

Brittany Walker, ’09 BA Political Science,
was appointed by President Donald Trump to
work with the assistant secretary for administration in the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development in Washington, D.C. She
graduated from Thomas Jefferson School of
Law in 2013.

2010s
A. Jordan Fischette, ’10 BS Hotel Administration, has published his first book, To: The
Ambitious, From: The Experienced: 26 Letters
on Leadership, which was a best-selling leadership book on Amazon. He serves as director of
education for the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity
and CEO of the Andrew Reid Consultancy. In
2015 he earned a master’s degree in organizational management human services from

Nebraska’s Chadron State College.

Jerry Tsai, ’10 Master of Education, cofounded of EmpowerBus in 2017. The company
focuses on upward mobility for all by providing
dignified, reliable, on-time transportation for
residents in low- or moderate-income communities to work, education, and health care.
Headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, the company serves central Ohio, but plans are being
made to expand throughout the nation next
year.

SHARE
YOUR NEWS!
 unlv.edu/
classnotes

Roxanne San Jose, ’12 BA Political Science, published her second book, Time Travel,
a young adult science fiction romance novel,
with Avid Publishing in April. The book centers
on Angelie Thompson, the inventor of a time
machine. As she travels through time searching
for her boyfriend, who accidentally has been
transported back to 1970, she meets new
characters and ends up changing the world.
San Jose’s hobbies include reading and watching movies.

Samuel Schumach, ’12 BA Political Science, is a manager for Deloitte Consulting. He

LEADING THE WAY
FOR PUBLIC HEALTH
EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, AND
SERVICE.
The FIRST and ONLY accredited
School of Public Health in Nevada.

unlv.edu/publichealth
702-895-5090
unlvpublichealth
unlvpubhealth
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earned a master’s degree in global security
studies from Johns Hopkins University. Flying,
photography, and hiking are among his hobbies. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Lydia Villoria, ’13 BS Kinesiology, is
working full time at Chaminade University in
Honolulu while pursuing a master’s degree in
instructional leadership. She hopes to complete her degree in 2020.

Lum, ’09

Kelsey Lupo Mazmanyan, ’14 BA
Environmental Studies, is the student supervisor and digitization lab manager in the
digital collections department of UNLV’s University Libraries. Previously, she worked for
the Las Vegas Clark County Library District.
She earned her master’s degree in library
and information science from Kent State
University. In January, she married Avetis
Mazmanyan, ’16 BA Economics. He owns
the Mediterranean food company Mezze
Foods and sells hummus and dips at local
Whole Foods stores and at farmers’ markets
around Las Vegas. He also works for Caesars
Entertainment in analytics.

Zambrano, ’14, ’15

Bennett, ’15

Brianna Vargas Zambrano, ’14 BA
Journalism and Media Studies, is married to
Alex Zambrano, ’15 BS Business Administration. They have a 1-year-old son, AC. The
family lives in North Las Vegas.

Callaway, ’16

Ross Bennett, ’15 BA Communication Studies, is a global account manager for the Microsoft account team within Cisco Systems. The
team is responsible for advising Microsoft on
its investment with Cisco Systems within Microsoft’s business processes on a global scale. He
lives in Seattle.

Till, ’17

Niko Lanzi, ’15 BS Hotel Administration
Hospitality Management, opened and runs
Basecamp Outdoor Gear, which rents and sells
camping and backpacking gear.
Heston, ’18

Amie Callaway, ’16 BS Hotel Administration Hospitality Management, works as
the assistant director of operations for the
University of California, Berkeley women’s basketball program. In 2018, she earned an MBA
in sports management from San Diego State
University. She was a member of the UNLV
women’s basketball program from 2012 to
2016. She lives in Emeryville.

Jordan Hollander, ’16 LLM Gaming Law
and Regulation, was named as a member of
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Martinez, ’18

Class Notes

the Emerging Leaders of Gaming and Global
Gaming Business magazine 2018-19 class
of the “ELG 40 Under 40,” which recognizes
gaming industry professionals under age 40. A
resident of Branchburg, he serves as a deputy
attorney general with the New Jersey Division
of Gaming Enforcement.

Obituaries

Hanlon

Layne

Harp

Fuentes

Dan Ayala, former women’s basketball coach, died
Sept. 17. See story, page 21.

Ed Fuentes, ’18 MFA Art, an artist, journalist, and

sometimes UNLV art instructor, died Feb. 7. For his blog,
“Paint This Desert,” he won a 2013 Creative Capital
Warhol Foundation Art Writer’s Grant. Among his areas
of expertise were Chicanx and street art. Just last fall he
taught a popular art class at UNLV.

Board of Examiners in Professional
Psychology. In the 1980s, he took
up distance running as a masters
runner, winning numerous trophies.
He stopped running in his 80s but
continued power walking and hiking.

Bruce Layne, ’69 BS Econom-

Wyman

Nov. 27. Hanlon, who became chair of the music department two weeks after signing on as an adjunct instructor
in 1970, retired in 2017. He chaired the music department
for 16 years before becoming an associate provost. He
returned to teaching and headed the Arnold Shaw Popular Music Research Center on campus. A trombonist, he
received the Nevada Governor’s Arts Award in 1984. For
10 years, he served as a member of the board and president of the International Trombone Association. He was a
three-time graduate of the Peabody Conservatory of Johns
Hopkins University. Donations in his honor can be made to
the Ken Hanlon Memorial Scholarship Fund.*

ics, died March 8. Layne, an insurance executive, was
active at UNLV from his time as a star of the baseball
team through many years serving on the boards of the
UNLV Alumni Association and the UNLV Foundation. For
five years, he taught as a guest lecturer in what was
then the business department. He was named Alumnus of the Year by the association in 1984 and by the
Lee Business School in 2002. He was celebrated as a
Trustee Emeritus at the UNLV Foundation annual dinner
in 2017. He was a generous donor, supporting athletics, scholarships, and other university programs. Most
recently, he gave a major gift to the baseball scoreboard
project, resulting in the Bruce Layne Scoreboard at Earl
Wilson Stadium. Donations in his honor to can be made
to the athletic scholarship funds.*

Richard Harp, professor of English, died March 7. A

James Selser, emeritus professor of physics and

Kenneth Hanlon, emeritus professor of music, died

member of the faculty since 1975, his academic specialties included English Renaissance literature, Irish literature,
and the Bible as literature. He had served as director
of composition since 2015 and also spent six years as
department chair and nine years as director of graduate
studies. A prolific scholar, he published seven books and
more than 45 articles and was founding co-editor of The
Ben Johnson Journal. In 2003, he received the Barrick
Distinguished Scholar Award. He also taught abroad as a
Fulbright-Hays Lecturer at the University of Gothenburg in
Sweden and as a visiting fellow at the University College in
Galway, Ireland. Among his survivors is his wife, professor
Margaret Harp of the department of world languages
and cultures. Donations in his honor may be made to the
English department.*

Harrie Hess, emeritus professor of psychology, died
Dec. 14. He served as chair of the psychology department as well as president of the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association and president of the American

astronomy, died July 24. He joined UNLV in 1981 and
served as chair of the department of physics and astronomy from 1989 to 1992 and again from 2000 to 2007. He
served on many university, college, and department committees. He earned his Ph.D. in applied science from the
University of California, Davis. He retired in 2017.

Richard Wyman, emeritus professor of civil and

environmental engineering, died Jan. 29. In 1969, he
was hired as one of the university’s first three engineering professors. In 1989, he received the Distinguished
Member Award from the Society of Mining Engineers.
A veteran of the U.S. Navy, he retired from UNLV in
1992, having served as department chair. His late wife,
Anne Wyman, was the first female geology professor at UNLV. Donations in his honor can be made to the
Wyman Civil Engineering Scholarship.*
*TRIBUTE GIVING INFORMATION:

unlv.edu/foundation

Stephanie Till, ’17 MA History, is a compliance specialist for White Advisors as well
as founder and collection manager for the
Marijuana Industry Research Archive. She
assists with complex issues and safeguarding
an emerging industry’s history. She lives in
Henderson.

Cecilia Heston, ’18 BA Journalism and
Media Studies, is an associate producer at
KVVU. While at UNLV, she worked with UNLV-TV
on productions and interned in Washington,
D.C., with the senior deputy chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts. She also
worked at KSPS-PBS, TravelingMom, and
WiredSafety, where she spoke on Capitol
Hill and participated in special projects with
Disney, Google, and Microsoft. Shortly before
graduating, she became the UNLV Alumni Association’s youngest lifetime member. She lives in
Henderson.

Yadira Martinez, ’18 BS Healthcare
Administration, and Grant Anderson, ’18
BS Engineering Mechanical Engineering, are a
couple who met at UNLV and bonded through
their shared dream of owning a business. After
planning her sister’s baby shower, they discovered a market for funny games that catered
to millennial parents, with Instagram-worthy
designs. After countless hours of research,
they launched Babble Games. They say their
baby shower game variety pack is just the first
building block. A portion of their proceeds goes
to charity.

Kassandra Moore, ’18 BA Psychology, is
a coach at UNLV Career Services. She also is
pursuing a master’s degree in higher education. She presented “Professional Development
COLA 100L” at the 2019 UNLV Best Teaching Practices Expo. In 2018, she presented
“Networking 101” at the UNLV Student Affairs
Conference.

Lindsey Taylor, ’18 BS Biological Sciences, is a crime scene analyst with the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. Married
for 13 years, she has two children, Sam and
Sloane. The family lives in Henderson.
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THE QUESTION

What was
your best,
worst, or
most bizarre
interview
experience?
James Shaw

Karen Prescia Dowling

’80 BS Hotel Administration

’87 MBA

“While living in Las Vegas,
I once had a conflict during
the interview time. Then the
interviewer refused to see
me at an alternate time. So
I sent a live plant from a florist as a gift and proposed
an alternate time. I got the
interview but still did not
get the job.”

“I had someone not show up
for an interview. They left me a
message telling me they were
overqualified and would be
underpaid. Little did they know,
I was actually considering them
for an elevated and higher paying position. Since they didn’t
have the decency to follow
through with the interview, they
missed that opportunity.”

Shaw spent last fall studying Russian in
Odessa, Ukraine. He said he is not sure what
he will do with his new knowledge as he nears
retirement age, but that he is addicted to
learning. He credits UNLV with giving him a
great base to build from. He lives in Williamsville, New York
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Dowling is CEO and owner of Dowling Consulting
Services, a wealth accumulation and income planning
firm in Mokena and St. Charles, Illinois. In 2017, she
and her husband, Ronald Dowling, co-authored a
retirement manual, A Guide to Getting Your House
in Order, addressing Social Security, asset organization, and legacy planning. She is a certified estate
planner and certified Medicaid planner as well as an
investment advisor for her firm, Chancellor Financial
Services. She lives in Frankfort.

Peter Arceo
’96 BS Hotel Administration

“My best was when I first
interviewed with San
Manuel Casino’s interview
panel in 2015. I knew that
the San Manuel Band of
Mission Indians was heavily
invested in helping the local
community, I found that my
personal values aligned
with the overall organization’s mission. … Sharing
the same core values with a
potential employer is key to
creating a lasting, meaningful working relationship.”
Arceo was recently promoted to general manager of the San Manuel Casino in Highland,
California. He has worked at the casino since
2015, first as chief marketing officer and then
chief operating officer. The San Manuel Indian
Reservation. He lives in Rancho Cucamonga.

Class Notes

Larissa Schultz

Brent Denison

Kathleen Lauckner

’08 Master of Hospitality Administration

’04 MFA Theatre Arts

’90 M.Ed, ’12 PhD Educational Leadership

“As an undergrad, the owner of a small business commented that my nail polish was an inappropriate
color for women in his birth
country. It was a very awkward discussion, but also
one of the first that opened
my eyes to the cultural differences in our society and
began my journey on how
to navigate and learn more
about them.”

“While working toward my
MFA, I attended a job fair
and applied for an opportunity at The Colosseum but
they seemed to misplace
my initial application. I did
not allow the setback to
stop me as I followed up to
get an interview a second
time. I landed the job working with A New Day with
Celine Dion and learned
that determination and
communication can get you
the job even after a terrible
first interview.”

“My worst interview was in
the days when smoking was
allowed in offices. I had to sit
through a lengthy questionand-answer session, sucking
in more secondhand smoke
than anyone should be exposed to.”

Schultz recently joined AMPLIFY as chief of
staff for the KAABOO Music Festivals in the
Cayman Islands; Arlington, Texas; and Del
Mar, California. She oversees staffing for the
company’s VIP program for large events and
festivals in North America. She lives in Los
Angeles.

Lauckner is emerita faculty of UNLV’s School
of Public Policy and Leadership and a parttime instructor in community health. She
recently presented to the executive Ed.D.
program in organizational leadership at her
undergraduate alma mater, Stockton University in New Jersey. She shared her community
engagement experiences related to lead toxicity and her voter participation work involving
energy and education issues.

Denison is senior manager for customer service and training at Florida’s The Straz Center,
the fourth largest performing arts center in the
nation, and facilitator of its Guest Experience
Council. His hobby is having fun at Florida’s
Busch Gardens and the Disney parks. He lives
in Riverview.

NEXT ISSUE

Nobody’s perfect! What are you working on about yourself and why?
 Share your answer through the Class Notes submission form: unlv.edu/classnotes
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Back Story

A REALLY BIG DEAL
Tanya was a big girl. No body shaming here, but the 1971 honorary homecoming
queen tipped the scales. And there’s no chance any of her successors will ever break
that record unless UNLV brings in a whale to take the honors.
Casino impresario Jay Sarno brought Tanya the Elephant to Circus Circus, where she
would waltz through the casino floor when she wasn’t entertaining children on the
midway. Tanya could pull a slot handle, shoot dice, and even check blackjack hands. (No
word if she hit or stood on soft 17.) UNLV borrowed the outsized animal — adult female
Asian elephants stand an average of 7.9 feet and weigh around 5,400 pounds — for
its homecoming celebration that November. To drum up publicity, she was attended by
members of UNLV’s drill team on the field outside the old student union.
The pachyderm outgrew Circus Circus by 1973; the casino floor could no longer
handle her weight. Sadly, she was sold to the Royal Hanneford Circus, but died within a
few months around the age of 9. But for one weekend at UNLV, she was an even bigger
deal than the Fremont Cannon.
—Jason Scavone; photo: UNLV Special Collections & Archives
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Because of you:
Ordinary people
can pursue
extraordinary dreams.

Without a doubt, I couldn’t complete my work at UNLV without my
scholarships. I am grateful to every single donor. My scholarships mean
I don’t have to work full-time. I can live on campus, so I don’t have to
commute two hours each way by bus. I have more time to study, more
time for research — and more time to just be a college student.
Martha Amaya

Criminal Justice, French, Political Science

Hixson-Lied Success Scholar

Thank you to all our UNLV donors.
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